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From the Boston Courier of July 20, 1857. 



Wb coramcncc to-day, on the first page of the Daily Coukier, a series of letters from a gentleman 
on a southern tour. He gives, from a southern stand-point, his impressions and convictions from v/hat he 
sees and hears of the views and feelings of soher Ghiistiaii men respecting the effects of our northern 
temper and action respecting Slavery. The writer is not a politician, nor holding or seeking any political 
office, state or national ; but ho is an intelligent, thoughtful citizen of the North, looking at the great 
problem of American Slavery and its agitation, from a higher and broader platform than many do. We 
tliiuk it "will be seen that he regards it with a more compreuensive view of the grestt scheme of Providence 
respecting it. 
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LETTERS PEOM VIRGIMIA..^^ 



FROM THE BOSTON DAILY COUBIEE. 



Humber I. 

Richmond, Va., July, 1857. 

A few days* deky in i his beautiful city .especially 
80 at this season, gives me time to send you a sketoh 
of what I see and hear. This Is not my first visit 
to this state or to this city. No man coming here 
from the North with candor and intclligencw, com- 
petent to take such a comprehensive view of the 
great problem of American siavery,as to estimate the 
good as well as the bad resultirig from the system, 
but must wish that the Northern mind believed the 
facts 8,bout the former as readily as it does about 
the latter. The day must come when this will be 
so. Facts, candor, reason and Christian charity, 
will in time triumph over passion, ignorance and 
prejudice, and assume dominion in the conclusions 
of all reasonable men. 

The Human and ths Divine Side. Slavery is 
one of the great historical facts, permitted to exist 
under the providential government of the infinitely 
perfect One, over a fallen and depraved race. Re- 
solved into its primary elements, it is the old theo- 
logical question, Why does evil exist at all under His 
perfect governraenl ? It is a great question of hu- 
K) ,>.mty,as well as of individual personal liberty, and 
of Divine Providence as well as morality. Existing 
under His providential government, over a fallen 
race,it must have a God-ward side as well as a man- 
ward side. Has not the Northorn mind looked ex- 
clusively at the man-ward side, and overlooked the 
God-ward sido — at the abstract question of t]ie 
right and the wrong involved, and not at the hwnan- 
iiy of the interests involved in a hasty emancipa- 
tion. With the North eniancipation is a theory. 
With the South, i. e., with all good men, it is the 
great question of humanity , — What shall we do with 
them ? and what will the colored race, what will 
humanity, civilization, or Christianity gain by their 
universal emancipation now ? This is the question 
which must ere long hold the Northern mind above 
passion, prejudice, theories and politics, and to more 
Christian, humane and practicable efforts to bene- 
fit the colored race. 

Vigilance of the South. The South watch with 
increased vigilance the sayings and doings of the 
more moderate school of anti-slavery men. They 
regard all schools, radical and moderate, as aiming 
at the same result— the dibsoluiion of the Union for 
the sake of abolishing slavery. From their 



South- 



ern stand-point, in tho midst of the system, (( 
knowing tho interests involved, this appearef \] 
only insane, but inhuman and unchristian. _ !■ 
unreasonable that they should so judge, in yi&wi 
the history of this agitation for thirty years? u 

Rule or Ruin the Issue. When have these r) 
shown a candid Christian tenspcr, or been wlliiui 
regard known historical facts, or the obvious i^, 
cations of divine providence, either in regard to ji 
evils of slavery, or to the difficulties which envi i 
the subject, religious and humane, social and pco 
ical? fi 

The best men here freely say to me, We T^f 
slavery done away, as soon as it can be, with a <.) 
regard to the best good of the colored race and of,; 
country. And then add, But we find that your Cji 
servative men at the North, who agree with us; ' 
this, are allowed no freedom of opinion as to the ^ 
measures to effect this result,-~i\o conciliation'', 
compromise is allowed in this matter. It is ni 
and more evident to us that rule or rttin is theq* 
platform on which Northern Abolitionists will •« 
any man stand who wishes to aid us in throwing,* 
the system. ' 

Divide xnd Conquer. When they have oncef.^ 
trodaced their dogma into our ecclesiastical or !' 
ligious institutions, have they ever let go their E- 
till they havy accomplished their object? They s 
vided the Methodist and Baptist Church into i- 
tionai churches. They split the American Boar i 
Foreign Missions into two foreign missionary sO' ^ 
ties. Those of these men who still acted with ;i 
old Board, a few yeai'S Eiuce, got that Board on ' 5 
lee shore. The agitation of these men was' a pi'' 
eipal cause of the first division of the General ;! 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church. Since thafc'' 
vision they have agitated every year the New Sofc' 
branch of this large and influential Presbyter J 
body, until, this year, they have compelled thee'' 
servative men in that body to yield to their dem/? 
so far as to constrain the Southern churches to wi' 
draw and form another sectional branch. 

For three ye^trs past, they have assailed ^ 
Executive of the American Tract Society, a tr ' 
national and catholic society, alike an honor to J' 
country and to our catholic Christianity; and ii 
with misrepresentation, exaggeration and abi- 
which ought to make honorable men blush ' 
shame. They have doJie this when they might 
ily have Imown, and did know, that the Societv'' 



ly laivly ])liintc(l itBclf, hy itH imblicationH, 
ho side of rreeilom, and iiguiiiHt ovcry kind of 
r(!«ni(,ii. liut, aliw! ilwy hhd done thin in ainild 
CliriKtiau way, and not in their way and form, 
y poPHCvcrod, ro'^ardlcss of truth, cluirity, facta 
the ilolicatc relations and \]\o liniitH of hucIi a 
lity, till, for Iho Hako and hope of peace, tlioir 
,'iud for a Coirimittec of Inquiry avus yielded to 
n. The coiruiiittec of tifteeu honorable men have 
)rtcd, an<l stanipefl many of their cliarges "with 
ihood, placed Iho financial business relations of 
Society above .suspicion, and left the question of 
liHliing on slavery just where they found it, and 
Constitution of the Society placea it, viz.: to the 
loni of its Publishing Committee, in whose -wis- 
. the committee of fifteen express "great confi- 
jo." This report these gentlemen eagerly ac- 
cd, either from policy or from satisfaction, 
c/i, time will show. If from satisfaction, tliey 
satisfied -flfith (small favors, very small indeed, 
who that has watclied the development pf this 
13, when once it gets into the mind, has not 
ocd the havoc it makes with the judgment, the 
3, the seiiso, and the charity of its subject, ox- 
s that anything the Society can publish, short 
he most ultra Garrisonism, will satisfy them, 
hundred of the more conservative are satisfied 
. ■mhn.t good men South would receive, a. liun- 
l otliors would not be, short of tho moat ultra 
cal doctrines and measures. Tho first stop in 
direction will be sure to be followed with the 
and for the second, and that to be a longev and 
Idcr oD.e, until the whole column lias wheeled 
line with ultra radicalism, ready for the word of 
?rincc of Radicals to cha rge. The leaders of this 
ade have already intimated that, if the Society 
not soon issue a tract which suits their notions, 
present committee shall be removed, and a new 
put in thoir place next year, 
lien have these men been known once to let go 
■ grip, till they j^uld "rule or ruin." 
lie Great Organ. One of the founders of the 
f organ of these men, and now its sole proprie- 
as I understand, is a wealthy and respected 
stian merchant. His deep purse can fill the 
»rial chair with the corps of polyglot D.D.'sofhis 
stripe, who now sit there. Has he not avowed 
one oh,)Cct in the establishment of the Indepen- 

was. To PUT OUR NATIONAIi BENF.YOLENX SOCI- 

3 right; that they had already got the Ameri- 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions and 
American Home IVIissionary Society right , and 
they mean to put the American Tract Society 

ut them Jlight. The sequel has shown what 
means. 'Put them first, on to our smooth and 
erate anti-slavery railroad; then, second, on to 
inderground road; then, third, on to the Gar- 
1 track. The Garrison track is parallel with 
, but his car is too far ahead noto for us, and 
iirrics too many dead-heads to pay expenses of 
ling ; but we have the biggest boiler in the world, 
great capacity for the increase of steam, and 
carry one hundred pounds to the inch aad never 
it. 

id we intend to convince this great North and 
hwest,atleast,that we (j/reTight,Tk\x(i of courgeare 
d to put all other important matters in church 
st-ate right. That is our great mission. ' 
story and observation will not fail to convince 
id men that putting these eooieties right, is to 
5 thein to acknowledge the JVew York Inde" 
ent !is their dictator and Pontifes Mazimus, 
00 to the church or benevolent society which 
IS to its arrogant insolence or bows to its dog- 
; dictation'. 



Certain spiritjialist j'appcrB of St. Faul's ihiy nu- 
dortook to exorcise evil Hpirits, One of these Hp^rit^3 
replied, Josus wo know and Paul wo know, but who 
are you? Acts xix. It5-16. AVhat claim h.is that 
journal to such superior knoiMedge, either of Jesus 
or Paul, as to entitle it to lord it over God'n herit- 
age, and especially in doing this demand tho free- 
dom of the Southern black man, while at tho same 
♦iino, it Avonld. enslave tho Northern white man and 
his institiitions to its own opinions and spirit. 

Ask the candid men in Noav York and Brooklyn 
what ha^^ arrested tho progress of tho (/ongrogation- 
al churches in their cities, and placed them in a. 
stand-still condition for four years past? Their an- 
swer will bc,the "JVeio York Independent.'" Vor say 
what they please about that journal not being the 
organ of any ono denomination, it is well under- 
stood Jicvo, that that journal is, and means to bo, 
the exponent of Congregationalism, and it is nor 
torious, that without the money of three or four 
wealthy Congregationalists, it could not have been 
establiyhed, nor could it have reached its present 
circulation without the patronage of members of 
that body. 

'When wo are ready, and our object, rule or ruin, 
requires, we can easily switch off on to the Garrison 
road, as wo did on to the Fremont track and on to 
the Kansas track, and with our express train wo 
can soon overhaul the Garrison train. True, we 
have found that somehow, contrary to our confident 
predictions, a power greater than our boiler has 
switched us off both these tracks, and wo have had 
to run back to let off steam. We curry no dead- 
heads in our oar, not even in our express lightnini'- 
train, for we are ahead of the old fogy notions of 
conciliations and compromises, magnanimity and 
courtesy, patience and prudence. And aa to the no- 
tions of that venerable Apostle, found 1 Cor. 13, we 
ran all that out of sight in our third year of run- 
ning, and soon after we left behind us the maxims of 
the Great Teacher—Matthew xiii. 29, and Luke ix. 
M, 55. All these were well enough for the semi- 
barbarisHi and darkness of the past. But our mod- 
ern ethical philosophy and our higher philaoi vhropy 
80 elevate us above those old Greek records, that 
with our -lightning press aad big boiler they ai^. su- 
perfluous to M8.' 

Who does not see that the members of the Tract 
Society must, ere long, rally to its rescue, or it 
fail of its high and beneficent mission. Verbum sat. 

Home Missionary Society. They have perse- 
vered in pressing their dogmas on the Executive of 
the American Home Missionary Society — an institu- 
tion origiiiating in an enlarged, national and Chris- 
tian philanthropy, and designed to establish the 
Christian church and its ordinances, and aid the 
feeble struggling churches all over our vast coun try ^ 
and in doing this, to know no North, no South, but 
only to aid the young and feeble to manhood and 
strength. But onward they pushed thoir crusade 
against this noble society, till recently they got it 
on the hip, by constraining it to write over their 
own door~Jvb Gospel here for great sirmers. ! 
Could the boldest infidelity write or desire a bolder 
nullification of the last command of the Redeemer 
of the worldjto preach his Gospel to every creature? 
Does it not flatly contradict hio declaration, that he 
came to earth and died because men were so great 
sinners as to bo hopelessly lost without his mission 
and death. Good men here look on this decision 
with amazement. 

Jl Pertinent Inquiry. They ask, is ^ft is the fruit 
of your boasted schools of theology, superior culture, 
charity, and progress in biblical interpretation? 
Especially are they amazed, that Christian men and 
doctors of divinity, should be so blinded by their 



7,ciil, not for any CHHciitiay (/hriHtinn dootrino, but 
for a mere cfiflraidtttiual vlntn, 01' modo of church 
vViBciplino, as to rofuHO aid to a needy conp;r«- 
gation of HiunorH, beoaiifio the chiiroli -worHhiping 
with these tohiratcd in itH ooinmnnion Chria'tiau men 
of repulablo character, savo this one thing, they 
hold Hliive.s. 

Slavclioldintji Cormnon in St. Pavi's Day. Did 
Paul vcfiiso to preach tlio gospel in Homo, in Athena, 
in ]<]phcMus and Corinth, wlicn ho know, aa every 
Ht\idont knows, that thei'o 'woro thousands of slaveH 
in those oiticfi, and many in tliosc ehurohes "which 
ho Ibrnicd and to which ho ministered tho gos- 
pel, and alHO knew, as stated by some histo- 
rians, that in his day the Roman Empire, over 
wliich ho wont preaching tho gospel, con- 
tained from forty to sixty millions of slaves? Do 
any of his epistles to those churches coutainffa 
or rule not to aid the fccblo, struggling churches bc- 
causo tliej'^ tolerated elavoholdcrs ? Slaveholding 
was so general and common, it must havo formed 
the rule, rather than the exception. Is it to bo sup- 
posed that, among tho numerous converts to Chris- 
tianity, there v/ere no slaveholders, when so largo a 
portion of the population embraced it? or that they 
wcro re(|uired to emancipate their slaves on entering 
the Christiari church ? If thits was so, how can avo ac- 
count for the silence of tho epistles to those church- 
es on this subject so replete "with instructions and 
warnings on Christian duties and re,'?ponsibilitics to 
servants ? Was Divino inspiration m mistaken as 
to fail in guiding Pi>,ul to teach to those churches 
and converts a duty so important, that disobedience 
disqualified them for Christian fellowship? Plainly 
in Paul's estimation and in his day a hasty emanci- 
pution was for some reason neither humane or 
Christian. Nor did /tc regard, inspired of Heaven 
as he was, the modern anti-slavery dogma of our 
day, so essentially a part of the gospel he preached 
and charged his successors to preach to all nations ^ 
that God would not own it to the salvation of the 
soul then, nor in our country now, unless it is 
preached? If he did regard the doctrine of the anti- 
slavery men of our day as so essential to the faith- 
ful preaching- of the gospel and fne salvation of men, 
how shall we account for his neglect so to instruct 
the Christian ministry and church for all time, 
when he failed not to anathematize Judaism and oth- 
er heresies .for all time? 

Was the Apostle the Old Fogy ofhis^ Day? Plain- 
ly, Paul was not skilled in our modern, interpreta- 
tion, ethics or logic. The light of our modem anti- 
slavery gospel had not dawned on his great mind 
and heroic hear-t, la it any -wonder that magnani- 
mous Christian men at the North, who read their 
Bibles and history,and reverence divuie providence, 
should turn their contribution from the Home Mis- 
sionary Society to the Southern Aid Society, -which 
assists needy cliurches in the South, because they 
arc sinners above all who dwell in Jerusalem'! 

The late Meeting in Boston. The spirit mani- 
fested by the anti-slavery men, par excellorf<5e, at 
thelate mcetingof theBranch American Tract Society 
in your city has confirmed good men here in the 
unchristian doctrine and spirit of these men. They 
look through their eulogies of Dr. Adams and of 

his books, as bunkum a pretence to cover a bitter 

spirit of persecution — and iheir disavowal of ^ucha 
spirit, as hypocritical and pious cant. Is it strange 
or illogical for sensible men, not politicians, but 
Christian men and ministers of the gospel, to be 
sensitive and suspicious of anything done, or pub- 
lished, at the North, to aid and instruct them* how 
to deal -with the difiicult pi'obiem of «laviiry ? la 
raj next I will give you some of the reasons why 
good men here regard the Christianity of some 



jiion of ilie Is'ortlv an aiding Iho iiifi(hlily nxwl': 
difjparagonient of the Biblo M) prcviih, nt in' 
North. Yours, o.^i 

t,| 

Niimbor 11. !j 
KicnMONU, Va., July, ISfij;' 

Mr. Editor : In my last, I stated mma rca||: 
•why Cliristian men hero regard with Buspioion cw 
thing said or done at tho North about sla very, 'i 
they read tho history of this agitation for tlic H 
thirty years, they see that it has steadily progrc,: 
to ono result, — the difjsolutiou of our unitin of sf' 
in order to abolish slavery. 

All Anti-Slavery Agitation Hastening to \, 
Result. In this opinion the Southern mind iu c-t 
moi'o united. It sees that oven the more consel 
tivc anti-slavery feeling of the North isfaBt gro'r, 
into sympathy with tho ultra and infidel schoo^^^ 
Garrison — that tho evangelical pulpit of the N-j 
is becoming auxiliaiy to tho godless philosophyfi 
inhuman philanthropy^ of that school. I do 
suppose that the evangelical anti-slavery mini.'; 
of tho North will now admit this, or that ovcny 
lion in the pulpit of tho Church of tho Pixritanpl 
iJiiion Kqunro, will admit what is so evident to otlv 
Yet it is reported that he said, in one of his Jt 
Scott discourses, "that to talk, as some men y 
about God, in his provMcnce, bringhig negroes hj' 
that they might be oonverted and elevatei<l to ai* 
the evangelization and civilization of Africa, i) 
enough to make tho Devil vomit." When has"? 
delity, or atheism, uttered more bitter scoffing 
the providence of God. Is it any breach of cha 
to say of a minister of thegospelf-wh- itllows hin' 
to speak thus, when ministering in the name art 
the place of the Lord Jesus Christ, that he n^; 
was tamedi nor can any man tame him ? HaS- 
Garrison school ever uttered anything more irji 
erent, if not blasphemous and infidel ? more de'J 
atory to the providence of God, or to the name >■ 
office of a Christian minister ? 'j 

If I remember correctly, it was reported in oi ' 
more of your city papers,that the occupant of oif " 
your prominent Orthodox pulpits declared 
thronged and escitcd audience lately, that the ]; 
ing of religious negroes at auction was brin^* 
God and the Holy Ghost to the block. Cani" 
wonder that sober men here believe that the 
slavery Christianity of the Noifth is running in^- 
rampant infidelity, and breaking down tho pow^j- 
the Bible on the masses, and demoralizing t;' 
conscience? I do not suppose these men will ac- 
that they are now, Jehu-like, driving an iuiJ^ 
chariot, but so sure as reason and reverence^' 
God's word and providence will, ere long, xes^ 
dominion in the human mind, will they look at ' 
great problem of slavery from another and hij' 
stand-point than they now do, and with a clf^j'' 
vision of God's plan for governing, in order tcr' 
deem and elevate a depraved race. 5; 

So long as their anti-slavery ^-al expresses it-' 
in a 'omper so unchristian, in language so vitU]! 
fttive and irreverent of God and his provide;'- 
in measures so violent, what sensible sober n'' 
North or South, can fail to sec that all this tend! 
the same result — the dissolution of this Union 
inevitably as the bolder and more direct efforfj 
the Garrison school in their warfare on the Coi ' 
tution? ' 

With either, the inhuman result — euiineutiy^i 
human to the colored race— is only a questioj > 
time. Can the most judicious men here be ' 
pected of their Christianity ot- their patriotism ' 
humane 3'egard for the colored men under t | 
care, because they are suspicious of or obier'' 



liiiig puliliBhwl or dono at. tl\o North, ■Nvitli the 
cut or iippvoval of Huch men, liovvovor loudly 

li'>a«t, oi' tho superiority ol' our Northern (^hvi«- 
i(y, moralH luul humanity. Nor ia thi» inliild 
cucy and ticctiorial result, and tho bittor Iruita 

have already developed, tho only ground of tho 
klou and alienation felt here. 
c redul ity of the JVorth rcsjicclin!/ */i<' True Con- 
m of the Slaves. The incr edulity of thcao antl- 
3ry men, is nhown by theii* unworthy dis- 
t of statements rospeoting tho actual 
,<irig of shivery upon the moral and religious 
•actor of tho colored people as a -wholG — and of 
r hmnano treatment — statenjonta by ono on tho 
, going from tho North with the iisual iguo- 
',0 and prejudices of a Northern man, respecting 
cry — a man every ^ay as competent to take as 
prchcnsivo ond intelligent Christian view of tho 
cnt and prospcctivo results of the system on the 
red race — to cstimato facts as candidly, and rc- 
. as honestly, as any other man. North or 
th — a man whose testinvony, on any other sub- 
, no man in Boston would qiiestion — a man 
30 writings on ether subjects are i*ecoi\cd as 
lid and truthful and worthy of confidence — re- 
ed as such by scholars and by his brethren in 

country, and in England, and as an honor to 
Christian literature of the ago — a man of whom 
of the first Chrisvian schSlars of England, wvit- 
to a friend in this country on reading his dis- 
•se, says, " with his fine imagination and his 
tless style Is the Washington Irving of sermon 
;evs." 

distinguished Christian scholar of the North 
said that to write the "South Side View," was 
th living a life for. This is the judgment of a 
I who, tiiough born in Virginia, was educated 
has lived from early youth in the North, and 
been for fifty years intimately acquainted with 
practical working of the system, and is one of 
last mcix to express a hasty and ill-considered 
lion on any subject. His opinion, with all can- 
men who know him, we are willing to place in 
scales with the hasty, heated opinion of a thou- 
l Nortidern men, who have never resided in the 
th, and whose information is limited to novels, 
to instances of individual violence and wrong, 
};gerated to influence the North, and bc greedily 
llowed, as demonstraticn of the tyranny and op- 
ision of all slaveholders. !Men here, of the high- 
jharacter for intelligence and candor, in the 
istry, in the Church and out of it, — men of long 
?rience, large observation and wise philanthro- 
and who are believed on all subjects of which 
r are informedj and whose word would be taken 
esitatingly ia any court, or in any business 
isaction, assure me that Dr. N. Adams's South 
i View of Slavery is a fair, candid and honest 
ement of facts respecting the good and the evil 
aected with tho system. To thi^' testimony I 
jrfuUy add my own. Move than thirty years 
e, my business called me to reside in South 
oUna, and in the most extensively cotton-pro- 
ing district. I have had occasion to travel in 
: state since, and also in Virginia, East and West, 
h all my insurmountable objections to the con- 
lance of the system a moment longer than the 
» welfare, not of one individual slave, but of the 
red race in this country, requires, and Divine 
vidence opens the way to place thera in a posi- 
more favorable for this, I must say that the 
ements and views contained in that book corres- 
:l with what I observed and learned while in the 
at of slavery. Who that hap read that book 
1 not know that it contains facts and opinions di- 
'v or.T)08ed to the system, and condemnatory of 



tho wrongs and nbuscH incident to tho system, jib 
well a;3 to all despotic power. This is admitted by 
Christian mastcra, and acknowledged to bo ho be- 
cause the abuses and wrongs are stated with a k"nd 
and candid spirit and in decoi'ous language. 

There are, to my knowledge, many masters in 
\,iio Pouth, wlioso conscienocs have been quickened 
by ihis book to correct these abuses, and who will 
testify that that much maligned book, and its 0,11-. 
thor's visit have done more toward reforming these 
abuses and wrongs than all the anti-slavery books 
and novels o\ or written at the North. Now,when men 
hero see a Northern gentlcmau who has tho courage, 
honesty and magnanimity to state the results of his 
own careful observation nnd inquiry, in the kind 
and Christian spirit of liis book, pursued with such 
a maligriunt nnd bittor spirit as Dr. Adams has 
been, fttid this too by some of his own brethren in 
tho uninistry, and as I am told by some who had not 
even read his book, who can be surprised at tho 
suspicions of tho South V or what l easonable man 
would expect that Southern brethren should yield 
their own better knowledge and equally, at least, 
correct judgment and conscience to the dictation of 
their Northei*n brethren, as to tho best manner of 
dealing with this great problem of American slavery, 
especially when they treat a Christian brother with 
so much heat and passion for having simply ex- 
pressed his own honest opinions on the subject ? 

I have been asked to explain this treatment of 
Dr. Adams by Chi'istian ministers. Why do they 
pursue him with such bitter hate ? why seek to drive 
him from the Publishing Committee of the Ameri- 
can Tract Society ? 

They say to me that society is national; it he- 
longs as much to the South as to the North ; from 
the beginning the South, united ccidially with it, 
merged their own tract societies into it, and have 
steadily contributed to its funds; that the South has 
not and cannot have (being so remote) a resident 
member on that committee; but Dr. Adams is a man 
who understands the South and slavery as it is, 
and has dealt fairly with the subject, and is a man 
in whom we have confidence. Does not Christian 
candor and charity demand some deference to the 
feelings of Southern Christians, in a society whose 
fundamental principle is union and harmony in 
essential truths, and liberty and diversity in uw- 
essentiaL 

A False Issue. The only defence I could make 
was, tho assertion of Dr. Adams's opponents, 
that he does not represeat the public sentiment of 
the North on the subject of slavery. 1 assured chem 
that it was evident, from his book, that he was 
anti-slavery in principle, — opposed to its continu- 
ance a day longer than its removal would be a 
blessing to the colored race, and was opposed to its 
extension anywhere, — bat that he was not anti- 
slavery in the spirit and measures of liis opponents 
for its removal. As to his not representiag the 
sentiment of the North, or of the members of the 
society on slavery, they earnestly objected to this as 
tiie test by which to determine his fitness to act on 
that committee. This, they say, is raising an out- 
side issue, foreign to the spirit and object of the 
society. Besides, where is the evidence that Dr. 
Adams does not represent the sentiments of the ma- 
jority of the members of the Tract Society ? 

I'he True Test of his Qualification. They insist 
that the only valid question is — does Dr. Adams le- 
present, in his own spirit, character and sentiments, 
the evangelical character and catholic spirit and 
object of the Society, as exprcsscit in its constitution. 
The constitution, being the law, tx) the Committee, 
in acting for the Society, as well as to its members 
in electing its otficers, they insist, is the only proper 



standard by which to judge of hi.s qimlificiJitionM to 
(icrvo on tlio Comnuttco. Tlicy HtronuouHly object to 
iTi.vking hiM sympathy y(\ih any soritinicnt pveviiiling 
at any jiuio, on any outside (^^CMtiou of rcforniH, 
any mure than his political preferences, ■vvinou politico 
lire (30 nn.ixed with theyo refonn?*, or his viewH on in- 
fant baptism, or predoBtination. These voforuis, 
fts Huch, they urge, are not oinbracedj or implied, in 
the object, woopti or spirit, of the fSoeiety, and, 
bewidoH, Hcntiment or opinion in regard to them m 
ever changing, and novev long Mtubic. 

Then again, they say, if the objection of his op- 
ponents is the truo test, how can they tolerate him 
any longer, as a member of the Prudenlial Commit- 
tee of the Auiorioau Board of Foreign Misaions, wlio 
decide on all the Board publishof?, or does. Logically, 
how can they stop short of driving him from that 
Committee, from the pulpit of Essex street church, 
from his ministerial association, and from the society 
of Christian gentlemen. For if lie is not fst to bo 
on the Tract Comnnttce, much less is li.ofit to till a 
so much more responsible position. Must not that 
bo a very illogical logic ^hat stops short of this re- 
sult? 

The Grand /sswe Changed. In the treatment 
which Pr. Adams and hi-s book receives from his 
Northern brethren, it is plain enough to us, that 
they have changed the issue on slavery, from that 
of the bondage of the colored man in the South, to 
that of the /rcetJom of the white mau of the North! 

How is it, that those who, while they claim to be 
chiirapions, par excellence, of freedom, cannot 
tolerate freedom of opinion, and a kind »nd candid 
statement of facts, on the testimony of an eye wit- 
ness, merely because they oppose their theories and 
prejudices. Has not passion and ignorance vitiated 
your Northern logic and your Christian charity? I 
must confess, that I felt the reasonableness and force 
of these views, and as yet I do not see how they can 
be evaded. 

la my next, I will give you, what i have learned 
of the effects, on good men here, of the late action 
of the Tract Society, in accepting the report of the 
Committee of Inquiry. o. c. 



Nninber III. 

Richmond, Va., July, 1857. 

In my two former letters I stated that the sectional 
and violent spirit and measures of some anti-slavery 
men had caused good men here to be suspicious of 
anything which the moderate and conservative men 
of the North, who are opposed to slavery, migtitdo, 
or piiblish on the subject, even with a candid and 
Christian spirit. 

Report of Tract Society's CQinmiiiee. Hence 
itisthatth? report of the late committee for in- 
quiring linto the doings of the executive of the 
American Tract Society has been received with dis- 
trust by some, and by direct opposition from a 
convention of ministers, representing one of the 
largest denominations in the state. They object to 
the composition of that committee, in that it was 
fx parte, composed tsxciasively of Northera men. 
Not only was no Southern man put iipon it, bist no 
one was invited from the South to appear before 
that committee and st&te the views of the South 
aud the interest involved in their decisions. In this 
tnatter they feel that they have not been treated 
with fairness and confidence. They feel this the 
more, inasmuch as the Society belongs to the South 
aa well as to the North, and has its life and strength 
m the Christian confidences, equally, of good men 
of both sections. Then they feel that the South 
fias also a deep and vital interest in the question at 
ifirae, equal to any the North can have. Again, 



they object on the ground that in iho resolution!; 
n.dopiod in (ho report, nnti-slnvery sooietioH ar«'i 
recognized as religious sooieties, and that Bluvory i(( 
classed with intemjicranco. This they consider ftij 
insult totlifc Christian brotherhood of thoSouth; ai 
also the hasty adoption of tlio resolutions, cinbraocd 
the report, without explanation, deby.to, or inquirj'^ 
whether they would bo acceptable to Soutlion'i 
niembo'S, and could bo executed without changin^l 
the Hooioty from a national to a sectional one, anoi 
thus exclude ten millioQfl of our population from itft 
bonefioient operations. ^ 

They {;sk, why did those men, who for three yearf; 
have been trying to force the Society into the aboli«l 
tion raviks, and who clam'ored so loudly for thit, 
comnjittee, so eagerly adopt their report, unlesH 
they expect the society will issue such tracts as will; 
mil them., merely, and which, if they do, jnust in-i 
cvitably, and at once, drive the Society from all; 
thoso states. Nothing but the reelection of Dr. Nij 
Adams on the Publishuig Committee has saved tho, 
society from this result, and from arraying thCi 
whole South more decidedly against its further ope-'i 
rations there. I state the feelings which prevaitj 
here, let candid men judge of their reasonableness.'! 

Protest of Jiaptist Ministers. These views havcj 
found expression in the resolution^) adopted, afteri 
much consideration, by a Convention of Baptistl 
ministers held in this city. These resolutions are; 
as follows : — \ 

1. Kcsolvcd, That slavery is a subject in regard to which'; 
Evangelical Christians in tlie United States do not agree; there-; 
fore, the discussion of tlio subject In the publicatiohs of the So*-' 
ciety — especially if (as we have reason to believe) in euch pub- 
lications the sentiments avowed by the Society arc to lie adTOca- ' 
ted — will be a violation of the first article of ils constitution,) 
which requires its publications to be only such as are calculated, 
to receive the approbation of all Evangelical Christians. 

2. liesolved, Ihat the sentiments expressed |n the report ol; 
the committee, and adopted by the Society, are contrary to Ihci 
views, and reijroachful to the character, of Souihern Christians,.- 
and that they cannot consistently cooperate with ic while tfaessj 
views are maintained. 

3. Resolved, That we advice all oar churches and brethre%.> 
for theae reasons, to withhold their cooperation from the Society { 
while it maintains its present position. 

These resolutions are based on the supjiosition; 
that the Publishuag Committee would issue tracts^, 
on slavery as proposed in the 4th resolution of the 
Committee of Inquiry, and that they would not re-'i 
gard the limits and conditions which were designed* 
to guide their wisdom in doing this, as expressed ia'| 
their 9th resolution. They were discussed amJi 
adopted on this supposition. But these resolutions: 
of the Baptist convention do plainly present a valid!; 
constitutional objection to thdr issuing any tract atf: 
all on slavery. This is the very subject in dealing \ 
with which the Committee of Inquiry express **great>; 
confidence" in the wisdom of the Publishing Com- j 
mittce. H 

This denomination is numerous, and its ministers j 
as respected for their intelligence, piety and devo- i 
tion to their wprk, as any of the great evangelicali» 
body in this state or country. The membership 6t\ 
their churches numbers some 89,,000. ii 

The Com.mitiee Placed in a Difficult Position, t 
Similar resolutions of dissatiisfaction or direct op-ii 
position have been expressed by other ecclesiasticalis 
bodies in the South. These decided expressions must s 
place the Publishing Committee of the Society in a s 
trying position, and compel them to hesitate beforeij 
issuing any tracts on slavery. The constitution 6t ^ 
the Socwty declares, that the tracts it issues" "sLiiUi; 
be calculated to receive the approbation of all evan-ii 
gelical Christians ; and that the Publishing Com-t; 
mit^ee, w?jich consists of six members, shall contain; ! 
no two members fi'om the same ecclesiastical con-;! 
nection ; and no tract shall be published to wMchii 
any member of that committee shall object. '! 



f. 



ThuH fho coiiHtitutiou luiiktui ciiw PiibliisUhig Coni- 
ittcc tho Bvii)ri;mo co\irt of tho Society, uuU given it 
ic sole [wmn' of Uocitliug wluit o«u bo publitihcd. 
com thoir <U;ciii!;ou uo appcsvl o»vu bo nuulo,, uov 
m tho socifttj ovevrulo tUoiv dcciniou (ixccpt by 
langing tho constitutiou. This Iciituro of the 
.•p>ir»izatioix Is imli3pe«aabl« and vital to a union 
ioitty, oonipoHC'd, not of donominatioag, tin mah, 
ov of churches, but of individual Oiu-istiuns of 
iiToreut deiiominationa. AVhon a tract ou abiverj' 
. offered to this couuiiitteo, vUl K'.'V. Dr. W. It, 
/illiama, "who reprcHentsthe BaptistH ou that coiu- 
uttco, cOMHOnt to idsuo buoh a tract in tlio f.ico of 
le earnest protest of so hirgo and respectabhj a 
ortion of his own denomination — declaring that, 
I the manner of dealing with this vexed and con- 
.'overted subject, they arc not agreed with many 
f thoir Northern bretl' I oq? Bat I presume every 
lember of that committee is as jealo\is of the rights 
f other portions nf tho evangelical body as ho is of 
Kit with whielv ho is connected, and will doubtless 
?el the force of the difficulty as jiromptly a,s Dr. 
Villiams can. Nor is this protest their only cm- 
an-assraont. Tho Coramittco of Inqiiiry reoom- 
lend that the society issue tracts ou the moral du- 
ies and evils which i/row out of the existence of 
lavery. 

The True Question. It seems obvious to good 
oeu here that two questions must limit this advice. 
. Does the constitution and object of the Society 
.uthorize publishing on these disputed topics in a 
ertain. contingtincy ? In the protest of Southern 
aembers does not such a contingency now exist ? 2. 
)oes Christian wisdom judge that such publications 
?U1 do more evil than good ? The right or the 
frong involved in slavery is not the question. But 
he t7-ue question is what can and what is it wise 
or such a soci<?ty to publish,wnder existing circum- 
tancee, respecting the duties and the evils growing 
lUt of the system. 

Deal Even-Handedly. Suppose they publish on 
:he duties of masters to the slaves, as Paul taught 
misters in his day. The master says, I do not ob- 
ect to this, I am quite willing to be reminded of my 
luties and responsibilities; but the same apostle, 
n the same connection, teaches the duties of ser- 
;a7its to their inasters. I wish them, also, to be 
csti'ucted, and one of their duties is, to serve me, 
lot with eye service, but faithfully, which clear'ly 
Beans that they must not run away without my 
jonsent. This is the view taken here, and I under- 
?tand that one of the ablest pastors in this city has 
already written a tract 01 the duties and responsi- 
bilities of servants, in vhich he urges that one im- 
portant duty of a servaii'. is not to leave his master. 
E undei'stand that the vrriter intends to offer this 
iract to the committee, as soon as they issue one 
3» the duties of masters. 

Will Northern anti-slavery members of the Society 
consent to this? The Kev. J. P. Thompson, who 
moved the adoption of the report of the Committee 
of Inquiry said, "he liked the report, both upon its 
negative audits positive sid^." Is not teaching that 
it is morally wrong for slaves to run away from 
theu' masters, to that gentleman emphatically the 
negative side of this subject? Will the Independent, 
which he edits, consent to the Society's issuing such 
ft tract? But this Committee, whose recommenda- 
tion he 80 eagerly accepted, is the Committee which 
his paper eo earnestly demanded. Moreover, their 
report also says, the Socif.vt,y must deal eve?i hand- 
ealy. Muat not that be a queer logic and a queer 
consistency which attempta to justify, to common 
sense. Ids objection to such a tract ? This view of 
the subject prevails here among men respected for 
their intelligence, candor, and piety. They gee that 



thiH report has placed \hb Wocioty between two lircM. 
Tho anti-Hro at tho North hua kindled an anti-firo 
ftt tho South. 

lidwecc Two i<7re«. If tho Publishing Coramit- 
tco attempt to pour cold water on tho Northern ftvti,, 
is it not certain to prove oil to tho Southern, and 
change tho Society, from a national to a se(:t{o7ial 
one, and destroy if.s catholic character? Doe.s its 
constitution nuthorizo them to do this? This qucu^ 
tion I will answer in my next. Yourn, ■ . 0. 

Kumbor IV, 

RiouMOND, Va., July, 18/57. 

I take up tho subject which clo.sod my last: is 
the Tract Society authorizod by its constitution, or 
by the ad vice of tho Committee of Fifteen, to pub- 
lish, in tho present state of facta relating to this 
matter, anytliing on the subject of slavery ? 

Legal Opinion. Tho Prcsid(jnt of tho Society, 
Chief Justice Williams, gave to the Committee, 
more than a year since, his opinion on this point, 
wliich I find in tho annual report of tho Society, 
18.50, 

The standing of Judge Williama as a jurist, as 
well as a large-hearted Christian, is well known in 
New England, and entitles his opinion to eerious 
consideration. By tho word charter the Judge evi- 
dently means tho con&tit^ition of the Society. The 
charter, strictly speaking, is the act of the Legisla>- 
ture granting corporate powers. The thing cha.p- 
tcred or legally incorporated was the Society now 
existing, with a written constitution, but had no 
legal life. The constitution was laid before the 
Legislature of New York that they might know 
what it was they were asked to charter, or give a 
legal life to. 

The following is the .substance of the Opinion of 
Chief Justice Williams: — 

* * By the worda of your charter, the tracts published were 
to bft such aa are "calculated to receive the approbation of all 
evAOgelical Christians." 

Can the Society, without other evidence, denounce all tlie?<i 
Southern churches, and all these individuals, as not evan{?di- 
cal? What authority have they for this? and how would suoh a 
sentence be regarded in courts of justice;? 

AVlien this Society was incorporated by the name of the Amer- 
ican Tract Society, I will venture to say, that no one who voted 
for that charter supposed that there were no evangelical church- 
es of any denominatiou south of the Potomac, at that the effect 
would be to contine its operation to the free states. 

Kow, unless tliese Sootliern chui-ches of these various denomi- 
nations have renounced their creed, or be?n denounced by 
tho ecclesiastical tribunals to which they belong, it seems to me 
that they must be treated as of the same faith; and that the of- 
ficers of the TractSociety have no right to say they are not evan- 
gelical Christians-, and if so, the TrACt Socisty would be bound 
to issvic no tracts which would not be calculated to secure their 
approbation. 

The sentence of excommunicjition which some, in their beat, 
have pronounced against Southern ministers and Souiiiern 
olmrches, is ex-catliedra-, and officers acting under your charter 
would not, in my opinion,, be justified in law or conscience, iu 
adopting it. If these Suuthcra chui'chPS remain evangelical 
churches, and Southern Christians are stiii evangelical Chris- 
tians, it is their right, and your duty, to abstain from publish- 
ing even truths, the publication of which they would not ap- 
prove; and I much miGunderstand the instrament under which 
you act, if those who are dissatisfied, however they may com- 
plain of the charter, have any reason to complain of the course 
pursued by those whose actioas must be regulated by it. 

Hartford, Mutch, 1850. Tuos. S. Williams. 

This opinion makes it clear enough that the Pub- 
lishing Committee are not only justified legally, as 
well as morally, in not issuing tracts on slavery, in 
the present position of Southern Christians, but 
they are cxpreseedly advised not to do it by the late 
Ccmmittce'bf Inquiry, as given in the 9th resolu- 
tion of their report, and is thus stated, andLstks 
last of the series: — 

That with great confidence In the wisdom of the Executive 
Comniittee, we anticipate that their action, in carrying out tbf 
priucipks contained in the previous resolutions, will be such a 



will trndtn jiromotc the iimlrM and bffit ufr/nlmnn of thla 
Sooii ty throuylmit our whole country. 

Till) throo coininittccH— I'ubliBliijig, Finnnoo, and, 
Diatribiiting ConiinittfCB— constitiito tho Ikccutivo 
Committoo, while tho former \mi thoBolodccieiou of 
•what Bha'il l)0 publiahcd. This rosobilion Avas un- 
doubtedly designed to explain the fourth and limit 
the extent to which tho Society ahould jmbliHh.if nt 
all, on sltvvery, and also to aubniit this to tho xois- 
doiii and judgment of the comniittcc, "where tho 
conHtitution places it. It doea more, than tluH; fox* 
it gives them prohibitory advice, and Btates the 
condition -which fihould restrain them from publish- 
ing on Hlavery, viz.: that thv.ir wisdom in carry- 
ing out the principles contained in the previous I'c- 
6')lution3 toill be such as will tend to promote the 
wiV/es< and best uscfulnesa of this society lliromjhout 
our whole country.'* 

Great Wisdom Reposed in ike Committee. 
One of these principles is, publishing on the 
duties and evils of slavery. But to what ex- 
tent and in what manner may they do this? 
Whenever tho doing of this is agreed to by South- 
ern Christians and will tend to tho widest and best 
usefulness of tho society in the slave states, or, in 
fewer words, will not tend to exclude it*from those 
statos. They say this subject can and ought to be 
discussed in a fraternal and Christian spirit. True: 
but will pr esent circumstances justify this? When 
can and ought they to do this, and rvhen refrain 
from doing it, even in this spirit? Just when the 
committee, in //leaV own u-zj-y/owj, decide not to do 
it in view of tho contingency just staled, and not in 
the wisdom of their advisers, nor oven in the re- 
markable Avisdom and fraternal spirit of the JVew 
York Independent or Dr. Cheever, nor that of any- 
body or person outside of the Society; for this advi- 
sory committee say they have "great confidonce" 
in the wisdom of the executive of the Society, but 
not a word about their confidence in the wisdom, of 
the Independent or Drs. Thompson and Cheever. 

What, then, the Society shall publish, or to what 
extent, or form, or manner they shall discuss this 
subject, or whether at all — whether they can, or 
ought to do this, at all, is thrown back upon tiie 
wisdom of the Publishing Comxxittep., where it was 
before, and where the Constitution places it. This 
is plain enough to Christian candor and common 
sense, and is sulScieni to justify the wisdom, of si- 
lence on this subject. 

PoliticalJispect of Slavery. But their advisers 
say, in their 4th resolution, "the political aspects 
of slavery lie cwhVeZi/ without the jn-oper sphere of 
the Society, and cannot be discussed in its publidia- 
tions. But who does cot know that the political 
bearings of this subject are, in our day, inevitably 
mixed with its moral, as well in the pulpit as on 
the rostrufu, and are its aim, if not its staple ? Who 
does not know that truck and dicker is traded in 
some of the former as well as on the latter. 

Let the Society issue a tract, breathing even a 
fraternal and Christian spirit, and how long bdfore 
certain ultra politicians, jjoth North and South, 
whose capital in their trade is slavery agitation, 
would use it to sound the war cry of abolition 
againat the Society, and thus drive out its army of 
colporteurs from every southern state ? Can the 
Christians of the South, who are in the minority, 
resist the storm of prejudice and alarm which these 
men would raise, by the political use they would 
make of mch tracts, be they ever so discreet and 
truthful ? No doubt the founders of the Society did 
design to exclude the political aspects of slavery, 
entirely from its sphere of operations. But who 
can prevent ambitious politicians, in this free coun- 
try, from using a judicious tract, on this subject, 



and in our rinicH. and oHpeoially one spicy onoi| 
to suit IhoHO coniplainerfl, bo m to pervert itf) de.i; 
and dcfoiit tho vftry ond it was intended to pronu 
y\'hni great ronf(di'.nce Can lio reposed in a wind, 
which nhould not regard oven the liability to this^ 

When a boy, I wus taught that wisdom oonsiH^ 
in adapting 'means to tho end sought. Wha-; 
wisdom but folly, or blind papsion, when it I'aile 
judgo truly, and "oven-hundcdly" bctw<?on thopri) 
able evil os well as tho good results of tho incan''J 
employs to kocwio tho end proposed. . Hic gr<j 
Apoatio, inspired with Divine wisdom, would not; 
what yvxs lawful, nnleas it was alfjo expedient. 
what ground can "gi^cat conlldcnco" bo roposodj 
men who shortld fail thus to use their wisdom ? l\ 
such a trust tho Coniuuttce of Inquiry have placed! 
tho I'ublishing Connnitteo of the American TrrJ 
Society, in their "anticipations of their action ^ 
carrying out their resolutions" on this vcryHuhjo; 

Wa:it of a Good Temper. Aa matters now a:j 
good men "here fed, decidedly, that not only on, cc^ 
stitutional giounds, and in accordance with th; 
advisory committee, but as a matter of Christi^J 
wisdom and expediency, tho Society must bo eih^ 
on the subject of slavery. What then is the 
of these unreasonablo and unchristian assaults ; 
this Society, but just to prevent it from any longj 
pursuing its beneficent work in th6 Sottth, whei-e, 
has ever been welcomed and aided— and from d, 
ing the very work where it is so much needed ai 
greatly blessed of God — a work, too, which allgo'* 
men will, ore long, have the candor to admit h. 
accomplished more , for the iiltimate and Iramr:: ' 
remcval of slavery than all the anti-slavery soci 
ties of the North ever have or ever can do ? Yt^'oaj 
a good temper fail to see and admit this? Tlio di 
will come when the Christian sen tiinent of the Nor: 
will acknowledge- that it is the wisest, niost humaj^ 
and efiScient agency employed for this, bseause i 
uses the means which Divine wisdom has dsviistj 
and ordained to regenerate, sanctify and eieva^ 
fsnUen man, in whatever condition, and in doii| 
this give to both master and slave, all the liberi; 
their present and eternal welfare demands.. 

For- these reasons, stated more at length thattj 
intended, some cool, judicious and Christian m«: 
here hold their judgment and feelings in abeyunc^ 
and for tho present refrain from committing thcnj 
selves against the Society, and will wait, befojj 
they do this^ till they see what the Society issues c, 
the subject of slavery. 

In my next, I will send you some account of ti' 
extent and results of the work of the Society in tbr 
State, Yours truly, o. o. ^ 

Kumber "St. 

RicHMOiro, Va., July, 1857- J 

The Tract Society in Virginia. In my last ( 
proposed to give you a brief statement of tho extent 
of the resulta of the work of the American Tracs 
Society in this State, especially by its system ci 
colportage. \ 

I am happily aided in this by the last annual Re: 
port of the Superintendent of this work for the las; 
twelve years, and also for a summary of the results 
of the last twelve yfiars. For ei|^ht year8 past hi 
has made his heswl-quarters in this city. I learjj 
that he is a man of uncommon energy and tact, ha , 
made himself acquainted with the religious want- 
of the State, and gained the confidence of good meij 
of all denominations; and by his kind and truthfu; 
statements of the religious and educational destita; 
tions, has awakened in the churches a deeper sy mi 
pathy and a more generous liberality to suppln 
them. I regret to learn that the suspicions an<; 



ir,> of voligiotiH men, oiiviKtjd by tlio Isito action of 

0 B(.oi«ty, luiH pi'oducc'd fio inuoh c.oldticHa antl buh- 
cu)u in Hoino good men, and dixcot oppoBition in' 
UcvH, UB to coxisirain if not compel liini to (jIobo 
a Itiltov;: and loavo tlic Slale, and tliafc the band, of 
"ty <.'olpovtcu;:y,Avhioli he had gathered around hiin, 
»u trained for their woi'k, arc also r,1oHing their 
huiK and rotirin^ front Iho field, and that many 
lurc'iioa have already bhut their doors to his ap- 
-..Iri for aid in the work. It tivxmn to ino that ov- 
•y largo-hearted Christian, •whatever may bo his 
leoriea about nlaycry or Im mcaHiiros for reinovinp; 
, nmat feel grieved at tbia recsult. Tor, let tiio 
jndit ion of the bIhvc bo as do.])lorablc as vcpvcseut- 

1 in tho North, ia ho not, like the white man, a 
anor — his Houl pi'ccious — hia salvation tlic greatest 
oon, and the Gospel hia only hope of this, and the 
ivcclcHt solaeo in his bondage ? This only remedy 
nd hope for liini the colporteur has borne to his 
abin, without let or hindrance from any man, and 
od has blessed it to the salvatiou of hundreds of 
10 colored race. 

The experiment of twelve years Inis shown that 
lavcry is, by no means, so great an obstacle of ac- 
cBs, with the Gospel, to the bondmen of the South, 
n Kornanism. is to the iloman bondmen of tho 
torth. The Roman priest of the North unblush- 
tigly denies to his vassals what the Southern master 
l ecly gives to his slaves. Tho former forbids, on 
icnalty of perdition, the Protestant Gospel to his 
hargc, while the latter not only vvelcomes it, but 
.Iso cheerfully aids in imparting it to his, and often 
lovsonally assists bi instructing and persuading 
hem to embrace it. I am asked, -why do not owv 
^ortberji brethren denounce, in the same vitupera- 
ive style, the Romish slave sjBtem of the North, as 
hey do the negro slave system of the South; and 
iemand of the Catholic priest that lie at once not 
)nly emancipate the souls of his slaves their really in- 
ilienable heritage,from their bondage to his will ; and 
vhile he holds them in his iron grasp give to them 
hat pi'iceless liberty which the Son of God died to 
leourc to them, the liberty which tlie Southei'n mas- 
er so cheerfully gives to his, and by which so many 
)f them obtain the higher and nobler freedom of 
ho soul from tho tyranny of sin and frora its fear- 
"al penalty in the future world. Are not those, 
>yho in thtir blind zeal against slavery, would push 
:he Society into a position which will prevent them 
:rom any longer laboring in such a wide, needy and 
jpen field., ftraining at a gnat while yet they quite 
-suconsciously swallow a whale ? 

The Good Done. There have been employed, in 
Virginia and North Carolina, during the year end- 
ing in March, eighty-nine colporteurs of the Society. 
The time they devoted exclusively to this work, is 
&-}ual to the labor of one person for forty. four years. 
They visited more than 62,000 faraUies, with more 
than half of which thoy held religious worship anJ 
conversation. They found one in twelve of these 
families had no religious book except the Bible, and 
two thousand seven hundred families had not that 
book. They ga.thered nearly three thousand assem- 
blies for prayer and to hear on tho subject of relig- 
ion. They sold 90,000 religious books and received 
for thorn !*15,617. Besides the sale of so many for 
easily they gave to the poor and destitute in books 
tracts what cost $'47<56, or 28,000 books. 
The receipts, from sale of the various publica- 
tions of the Society, and from the donations of the 
good jioople in these two states for the year, is ^"21,- 
404- 5y. The expenditures, including every item of 
cost, is §10,295 40 — leaving a balance over all ex- 
penses to aid the work in other States, of :5;2100 17. 
This is tb.o work of a si??(/?^ ijcar. That, your rca- 
'Ip.rs may the better approJiiato the importance or 



tho Society and its work tothia Stato.Utt mo give tho 
stutisticB of colportago in Virginia for twelve yoara 
past: — 

Tho time Bpont in thia work by thcso labor orfl, for 
thia period, ia equal to that (if one man for 288 
years. Tho amount they received from tho sale of 
tho Society's books, ia .'i{i90,7<j8, and tho 

amoni»t given to the dx^atituto ti''''lr0y2. Tho total 
amount of thcao good booka, circulated in thiaStato 
alono, in 12 years, .1)124,840. Tho average cost to 
tho Society of theso books is pi'obably 20 cents a 
volume— making 024,200 volumes. Thou add to 
tho good iuliuouce of these, tho 1.5,000 religioua 
nic*itinga held by thcao men for prayer and familiar 
addrcuses — tho 5(j00 destitute familioa supplied by 
them with ilio Blblo also — thoir religious visits to 
202,870 families, and of tho prayers olFercd in 146,- 
700 of these — and must not such r.u amount of 
moral and religious truth, circulated and acoom- 
panicd with fireside, j^iersonal religious conversation, 
■with so many families and individuals, by these 
simple-hearted godly men, exert a wide and perma- 
nently good influence in the intellectual and nioral 
training of tho poi)ulatioii of this great State for 
this world and the next? It should be remembered 
that the people of this State, as in the South goner- 
ally, do not live in villages and cities, as in Now 
England, but are scattered over a largo territory, 
too remote from each other to unite, on the social 
principle, to build churches and school-houses, and 
maintain teachers, ng we do at the North. Hence 
tho necessity -and value of this itinerant and ag- 
gressive agoncy, bearing to tho scattered and isolated 
homes of the people, far removed from bookstores 
and educational means for their children, the.5C 
printed lessons of religious truth, which are all thc- 
means of intellectual and moral improvement; they 
possess. 

Thfcse publications being in form and style adapt- 
ed to attract, instruct, reprove and quicken, tho 
heart, the intellect and the consciencCj of all classes 
and conditioriss in life, from childhood to age, must 
exert a highly salutary influence. Hundreds of 
these families testify that the fa-st religious visit ever 
made to them — the first prayer ever oflered in their 
houses, was by one of tfcese men; the first religious 
book they ever owned was a gift from this Society by 
their hands. Thouamds of children, growing up in 
ignorance and vice, without any means of moral or 
intellectual improvement, and sur-rounded by no 
good influences, they have gathered into Sunday 
schools, and supplied with a good book. Hundreds? 
of poor widowed mother.s have been supplied with 
these, gratuitously, who were unable to buy a book 
to teach their children. Tho Sabbath-breaker has 
been restrained, drunkards reformed, sceptics and 
scoffers at religion converted, and backsliders re- 
turned to tho fold of the Good Shepherd. 

Wliat an Infidel Thinks. Among other in- 
stances of tho interest which all classes take in this 
work, the Superintendent gave mc this: ■VVhilehim' 
self laboring as a colporteur ou the mountains of 
Virginia, he collected the people of one of the 
towns, and laid before them the destitution of tbeir 
county, proposi.ig that they should raise a hundred 
and fif^y dollars, towards supporting a colporteur a 
year in the county. In the audience was a man of 
influence and property, who w.'i-s a sceptic, and Iiad 
not been in a church for twenty years. He beard 
Ivift proposition, and his statement of tho object of 
the work, and of the facts respecting the destitu- 
tion of tho people, of yihioh. ho was personally cog- 
nizant. He then arose, and proposed that if his 
neighbors would take up the project, he would iriako 
up the balance of the sum required, and then left 
the church. 



Tlio next morning, wlicn tho colpovtour caHcl, 
tho goiitloiiian inciviirett how much ho nccthnJ to 
iTiako up tho hundred and fifty dollars, ni\d \\n» 
told, only ten dollavH. Uo oxprctiHcd Rroat Kurpriao, 
and said ho had expected to be otvUcd upon for n. 
hundred. "Sir," aaid tlio colportttuv, uni ouri- 
ouB to know what motive a man who docs not bclievo 
in tl»o truth of Christianity can have to diKsotiiinato 
it." "Ah," Baid ho, "if you had \mn horc with 
your good books and Bibles twenty yava ago, our 
landf) would now bo Belling for ten dolhira an aero, 
instead of ten cents; our mountainB covered with 
Bhccp, and our valleys dotted with faotorioB to make 
tho wool into cloth, and this is motive enough for mo 
to aid your work." 

These men, during the period under review, have 
established some one thousiiud Sunday scliools, and 
given, or Hold, to each, a few siriall books as tho 
nucleus of a library. Tl'.ey have gathered sorao 
50,000 destitute and neglected children and adults 
into those schwls, and prevailed on Fomo few of tho 
more enlightened, living in their vicinity, to teach 
ond care for them. Sorao twenty or thirty young 
men, onco colporteurs, havcbeon led, by their expe- 
rience in this work, to prepare for the Christian 
miniatry, somo of whom are now preaching the Gos- 
pel in the State. 

The Superintendent of this work reports that "al- 
though our work has been a fraction less in tho 
ainomit of the labor performed, yet, the amount of 
n^'inifesL good done is greater than in any previous 
year. Moi^c individuals led to embrace and know 
the Gospel experimentally, more children gathered 
into Sabbath schools, and more persons induced to 
attend church. The entire expense of these operations 
for the twelve years is !jp70,20o 4G. To meet this ex- 
pense, the good people of this State have contributed 
to the Society .$'62,709 74. For obvious reasons of 
espediency, tho details of these labors among the 
coloved people ar« not stated in the- published re- 
ports of these colporteurs; but I learn from the Su- 
perintendent that in his long experience as a col- 
porteur, and from the moathly report to him of all in 
the State, they all have as free access to the slaves, 
to talk to them on the subject of religion, to sell or 
give them books, as they have to the white popula- 
tion—that the number of readers among the peo- 
ple, but especially among the slaves, is steadily in- 
creasing, and that nearly all the books the latter 
possess are those of this Society — that their improve- 
ment, intellectually and morally, is evident to all — 
that all the colporteurs hold religioiis meetings with 
them on Sunday — ^thai it is common when the col- 
porteur calls at the house of the planter, for either 
himself or his wife to call in their servants to buy a 
ticok, as they generally have some money, and for 
those who have none, the master pays. Sometimes 
a slave buys a package of tracts to give to his breth- 
ren and to his master. 

The work is so eminently adapted to reach u\\ the 
(lestitctions of the State, and its gociV results so 
manifest to tho people, that their interest in it, and 
liberality in sustaining it has steadily increased fciil 
last year they more than paid the cost by ^2000. 
The same is true respecting this work in all the 
iJoutheru. States in pr' uortioa to the labor expended 
and the efforts made to inform and interest the peo" 
pie. The last year 320 colporteurs labored in tho 
slave States, nearly one-half tho whole number in 
the service. 

Tlie Good Results Contradict JVbrthern Pre- 
judices. Who can doubt that the placing of so 
many good religious books in the hoiacs of so many 
01 the most destitute and scattered families of these 
I states, with the attending good infiueneo which 
'■am uinst exert upon parents and children, is a 



work which flwd docM approve and all good men 
will. TlicHO biioks aro there, jiot to die m dues tho 
voice of th(( living teachor, but to bo I'cad and r«- ! 
read, oliflriHhod us an hiiirloom, and trantmuttcd, ' 
fi om generation to gcnorntir.n — quickening tho in- 
telloot and tho conscience of ohildron and parents, ! 
and educating them for thitj world and tv<o next. : 
What Chrintian or patriot but inuHt rejoice that tho ' 
good men of dillerent denominations in all seotions i 
can, forgetting their minor dilForciices, harmouiouB- ' 
ly unite in no simple and elli'vent tm agency as that f 
of this Society in bearing to tho people of this great ' 
country, bond and free, and m every language they ' 
use and however , 'oniote and destitute their oondi- j 
tions, the grand atid primary truths w?>ich God has j 
ordained and promised to bless, for tho moral cdu- ) 
cation, tho highest and best civilization, and for tho ' 
salvation of the .soul of man and of the nation ? ! 

What candid thinking mail, can believe, or what : 
logic can justify his really believing, in order that [ 
all this good, or any part of it, may be realized, 
there must go with this agency, thp modern dogra.** ' 
of anti-sla.veryi8m, as an cs,s-c/i!fi«i doctrine of the' 
gospel. I submit, whether the brief statement of ? 
the results of their labors in these States, does not '< 
refutti the notion that fidelity, in the pulpit and in ' 
our religious literature, requires tho anathematizirig ' 
of elaveholders and their exclusion from the Chria- ' 
tian church, simply because God in his Providencs 
has placed them in that relation with its burdens ! 
and responsibilities. Must not that bo a narrow, ' 
shall I say, a godless, philanthropy, and a perverted • 
Christianity, that would drive this noble Society to 
publishing on this heated, vexed and divisive sub- 
ject of the day, and thus close this open; door to ■ 
needy m^ljons, and chill tho thousand hearts now ' 
open to its influence and destiny by its labors, ; 
quic"kened, purified and elevated in character in ■ 
these States ? Who can, or should be willing to as- 
sume the responsibility of doing this in the vain at- 
tempt to realize a theory fouodcd so mucb in iguor- 
auce of the true condition of the colored races in the 
South, and living on prejudice, and influenced by 
party politics ? Can that be a Christian temper 
which demands this ? 

While hers I have obtained statistics of the 
churches of the different denominations in this State, 
which I hope to give you in my next 

Yours, p. c. 



ITumber VI. 

RiCHMOJro, Vp„, July, 1857, 
I find many good men here, as well as at the 
North, who greatly deplore the unhappy prejudices 
and alienations "tvhich exist between the two sec- 
tions. Lciig-cherished political jealousies and ri- 
valry have of late been strengthened and increased 
by the persistent Northern agitation of slavery. A 
portion of the Northern mind has allowed its politi- 
cal and social aversion to this institution to take a 
bitter, dogmatic and doctrinally religious type, to 
which everything good and saered. North and South, 
must bend or break. This must, of course, narrow 
the vision and vitiate th^ judgment, till the mind 
sees only one phase of this great problem, and that 
only and mt^jnsely black and earthly, while the great 
beneficent future resultij to a raceaad to a continent 
for all time, which a wise and unerring Providence 
is sure to evolve in His own time, from this present 
evil, is not thoughtfully or at all considered. Po- 
litical events, exaggerated by party politics, have of 
late intensified Northern feeling and action, and, 
these, reacting on the sensitive and suspicious 
Southern mind, have driven sober and Christian 
men here to a repellani position in eelf-defeneei. 



h'm liiiH fuvDisJu'd piir<y politiclanH hi both BcctioiiH 
itli additional fuo\ I'ov sectional cotiilai^riitiuiiH. 
.11 liistoi'y lihowf) tiimt "svlioii tlio vcligiouH ctcntiniont 
jcoi'poratCH itHclf ■with politiculj tho moat tt'rri- 
lo aud intolerant fnTiatioisn» and bigotry w tli« re- 
ult. ThiB mad tonipcr annthcinatincH all connec- 
on, political, Bocial and I'l'iigiouH, with Hlavcvy, aa 
heresy, and ivif«ifiti3 upon adlicHion to thin dogma aH 
;io test of orthodoxy, and tlip aisivtiiial olcnmnt of a 
uro Christianity. IIow ine-vitably, by the natural 
iWB of our mental constitution, niuHt »u«h a mind 
0 narrow in ita vision, passionate in ita zeal, raHh 
ud dominoiatory in itH opiniouH, one-sided and 
attty in itp judgment, intolerant in ita charity, and 
jioro cartlily than heavenly in tho nieanB it eniploys. 

Sad Spcetacle. Hence it is that this great coun- 
ry aiid tho church embosotned in it, present to the 
/hristian world, and the eye of Ifcaven, the dcplor- 
iblo spcotaclo of thousands of Christian brethren^ 
N^orth and South, of a common Saviour, in a com- 
non faith and hope, citizens of a common and 
nagnificenl country, awaiting a glorious destiny, 
;)laced in the centre of the population of the globe, 
md charged with a more exalted and beneticient 
nission, for all cationsi, through all agca, thau 
Divine ProvidenCo has ever entrusted to any people 
irrayed against each other, slandering and villifying 
)ach other's character, faith and hope, while each 
professes to find this faith and hope in th« same in- 
talliblo records. This unchristian and ruinous 
strife is not on account of any Christian doctrine, 
(v4iich God has made essential to tho regeneration 
ind salvation of the soul, but about a disputed dog- 
ma, in morals, and ways and means, for removing 
an organic institution, providentially thrown upon 
?ne party, in part by the agency of the North itself, 
and at the very dawn of their organic life incorpo- 
rated into their social existence, so that its removal 
is now the great question of humanity, civilization 
alid IMvine Providence, presented to th'3 country. 
Both parties long since accepted the popular demo- 
cratic doctrine on which they together built the in- 
stitutions of their common inheritance, leaving each 
to establish its own social, civil and ecclesiastical 
institutionSjWithout dictation or control, subject only 
to the organic law of their common country, which, 
spreads its broad shield over each and all their in- 
terests. Plainly, neither party is responsible for the 
institutions of the other, any more than they are 
for the same institution in Africa or Cuba, or than 
Christianity is responsible for the existence and 
continuance of idolatry among half the population 
of the earth. 

Suppose the ambitious politiciaiis of one party, in 
their strife for place and power, insist on extending 
slavery, must Northern Christians villify and slan- 
der the character and faith of their Southern breth- 
ren, socially and politically connected with their 
fellow-citizens, when they are providentially in the 
minority, and yet sincerely deprecate any such ex- 
tension ? So on the other hand, if Northern politi- 
cians, in their ambitious strife for place and power, 
a^ake capital out of the designs of Southern politi- 
cians, mni-t Southern Christians denounce all their 
Northern brethren as fanatics, radicals aiid traitors? 
If Southern Christians affirm. We wish slavery re- 
moved as soon as it can be done, with a wise regai-d 
to the humane interests involved in its removal, and 
as soon as Providence opens the way for this, must 
thoir Northern brethren deny or doubt their sincer- 
ity and charge them with hypocrisy ? If Southern 
brethren say to their Nox^thern brethren. Neither 
our judgment or our conscisncc approve of the 
means you propose for the removal of the evil — we 
live in the midst of it — we have to bear its burdens 
■••nA vnunoTiaibiTities — have a right to claim a 



bettor knowledge of the whole mattov than y<iu can 
have — rvith \i» it in a practical and humnne ques- 
tion, while with you it is n theory and aconiplexcd 
quOHtion of nioralH and of politics, — docB wiadom, 
cimscienco or ChriHtiaviity justify their Northern 
brethren in deuumding that they slialldo it jast in 
tlicir way and /tV/ip,and by tin; iiiaarts thoy propose, 
'jr they will unathematisc them as hcretios anil un- 
worthy thoir Christian fellowship and a participa- 
tion with them In oiiv common itdieritauoc? Is th« 
insolent and dogmatic demand, you ahull and you 
s/itt'/j'/, you can and you mufit do, as me judge and 
say, tho Christian way for equal brethren to treat 
each other or correct tho orror.s and miatakcB inci- 
dent to our fallible hunuinity and to our Cliristiani- 
ty, when bo imperfectly developed as yet in good 
n)cn ? 

It is lamentable that so many in tho North look 
upon their Southern bi'cthrcn only as opprcssora 
and man-stcalers, inhuman and unmerciful, intent 
only on maintaining and extending slavery in order 
to domineer over tho Free States. Ultra radical 
politicians, in both flections, seize hold of this ex- 
cited and prejudicial fcclinff; and "wicld it lo hoist 
themsfives into notice and oilice, under the populci- 
cry of liberty, and as its only worthy champions. 

Every sensible Northern man, who has lived or 
traveled much in the South, well knows that this is 
caricature, or gross exaggeration of the character 
of the Christians; tho Christianity, and the human- 
ity of the South. So, on the other hand, every can- 
did Southern man, who has been much in tho 
North, knows that the views and prejudices respect- 
ing a large body of Northern Christians, which 
prevail in the South, are unfounded, oi' so greatly 
exaggerated that they can see nothing in the North 
but fanaticism, Garrisonism, infidelity, and a reso- 
lute detetinination to break up the Union in order 
to free the slaves. They have come to look upon 
the whole Northern pulpit as prostituted to preach- 
ing a political anti-'lavery crusade, and to slander- 
ing their character, churches, piety, humanity and 
patriotism. Alas that .thene should be so much oc- 
casion for this latter conclusion ! 

Every high-minded man. Christian and p.itriot, 
must deplore this lamentable state of things, so in- 
jurious to piety, so dishonorable to Christianity, and 
so d^struetive to our fond hopes and honorable des- 
tiny. 

The Great Want of our Day. "What can renie-^ 
dy this sad alienation of brethren but a better 
knowledge of each other—of the real character, 
facts, design and circumstances respecting each oth- 
er. Let the Southern man of a wise discrimination 
and honest mind, capable of estimating things and 
facta in their relation gathered from an extensive 
acquaintance with the North, publish to bis breth- 
ren the results. Let such a Northern man, in like 
manner well acquainted with the South, give to his 
brethren the result of hie observations. Liglit, 
li(jht from both sections ia greatly needed to dispel 
the darkness. Facts, net fiction, truth, not carica- 
ture, respecting the actual working of slavery and 
the treatment and true condition of the bo.id race, 
as a whole — not merely the inhtances of wrong and 
violence incident to the relation and to which one 
in a dependent condition is everywhere liable — com- 
paring the condition and character of the race noio 
with what it was fifty years ago. Let Christians of 
each section candidly study the real facts ivnd spirit 
which make the character of each other, in the spirit 
of the 13 chap. 2 Cor. I will honor the man viho 
will aid them to do this. I will adorn his brow with 
the richest wreath, and record his name on ^hc most 
enduring marble, and while 1 live supplicate for 
hiox the blessing promised to the peace maker. " 
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jnwf b« wiuitol of tho hml tcuipovof our tluiCH, U.i« 
{(Kind in tho fuot that «o low in the North C'irefiilly 
rm} md candMly coiiHulor nuch toBtiiiiouy. J)r. 
AdamB must^ •wait yonw, hcforo reproach, Haroiiam 
und scorn ccaso to ponr their vialw on hJs honc(:*t 
head inul kind heart, from potiio who hiivc not oven 
read Ilia "South Sido." llow f«w anti-alavery men 
read candidly a Soutliorn hook on shivery. Tho 
rtWo, oan<lid and logical v.'ork of i'rofosHor BlcdHoo 
of tho Univoroity of Virginia, is not known or roa'l> 
cxon])t by hero and there one, in tho North. When 
Dr. N. L. llico of »St. Louis addressed" his frank and 
fraternal letter to his niinistorial brotln-on in Now 
EnglanJ, how many of theui ecornfuUy turned their 
back upon it. 

When a member of one of the ministerial asBooia- 
tions of Massachusetts moved that tho body call 
upon tho association to which tho vonorablo Preai"- 
(lont of Dartmouth College belonged, to discipline 
him for publishing his letters on elavory to Narthcrn 
presbyters and nnnistcrs of all denominations, tho 
mover wn.3 quietly asked if ho had voxd tlixs letters, 
lli". '/leS-tivc auswcr killed his motion, ind should 
have crimsoned liis cheek. 

Tho late book of Di\ Ross on Slavery some of your 
secular and religious papers treat with contempt and 
ridicule, as if it was an impossibility for a Southern 
Christian or gentleman to publish or knou) any- 
thing on the subject worthy a candid thought. If 
any of our Northern journals have even attempted, 
in Gu honoi'able manner, to refute tho terse argu- 
ment or invalidate the facts of that book, or have 
shown that his Scripture authority is not sustained 
by a true interpretation of the language, it has es- 
caped my knowledge. 

Who is the man that has attempted to overthrow 
the main principle on which Dr. Lord vindicates 
Divine Providence in the existence of slavery? Some 
dabblers have shot their puny arrow spitefully at 
him. 

€an you tell me of the man who reverences 
God, his word and providence, that has attempted 
to do this in the kind, calm. Christian temper and 
the iron logic in which they are w>itten? IIow few 
' of his co-presbyters have taken the trouble even to 
read a page of his able letters. Condemn unheard 
and naread, is iao often the ciiarlty and candor of 
such anti slavery men. Away with him,aioay with 
him, he ia pro-slavery! If any man, however com- 
petent, dare vindicate Divine Providence or the Bi- 
I ble, or any man's candor or veracity touching 
\ slavery, such is the unchristian and unmanly tem- 
per of too many, even Christian men, in the North, 
that tli«y kindle into a flame of passion at the men- 
tion of his name. 

I submit to candid minds, of how much respect 
is that man's opinion worth, on any subject, who 
studies the facts and circumstances I'elative to only 
one side or one aspect of that subject? Who can re- 
spect tho opinion of a man who turns his ears and 
his eyes from competent testimony respecting the 
good results, while he opens both to tho bad of 
slavery — an institution whose existence is nearly co- 
eval with that of man, and has come, down to us 
through both dispensations as a great historical and 
providential fact in tho history of a depraved world, 
and is recognized in nearly every book of the sacred 
records, from Genesis to Revelation? Do candid, 
Ifirgc-minded men usually so treat a great histori- 
(lal and providential problem, and scorn the teach- 
ings of Divine Providence and of history respecting 
God's design in permitting it? 

The nest fanatical step to which such ri temper 
almost inevitably leads wili be consider in my 
letter. 

Yours, o. G. 



IJTumboi* VII. 

KioiiMONiD, Ya., July, 18r)7. i 
Tho rash and unchristian temper pvpduoing sijioK' 
hasty and uncharitable opinions an|l feelings au I' 
described in my last, is developing its legitimate and ' 
logical conscqucncoHjin tlio fast progress which some, ' 
at least, of these men aro making, tvom moderate 
conservatism^ through a semi-inridolity rcspcciing' 
tho Bible, facts and the ovidenc designs and tetidw! 
ingH of Divino Providence, toward tho bold infidelity ' 
of tho G.'irrison and Parker school. Before I loft 
tho Nortli for this tour, I was grieved and amazed 
at this fact, by actual discussion with Christian ! 
minist-ers, and D.D's. Some, who eighteen montha: 
since declared to mo that they did not believe what ' 
is called tho sin ^*pcr sc" doctrine — thatthesirapto 
holding, or owning slaves, was i?t itself, sinful — and • 
admitted that all tho sin was in tho abuse tl^O;- 
master's power over tho shivo, now boldly,' 
denounce such a distinction an a mere ytc'u'on,and at- • 
firm that any, and all holding of mon in bondage is '; 
the great sin. Is not that a long stop toward fanat '■ 

icism, and near to tho deep abyss of ? Let his- ' 

tory ,, and the language of tho Bible fairly interpx'et- ' 
ated, answer. The history of the race is only the ; 
record of His providential government over tho ' 
worlds and His providence is only ono way of his ' 
manifesting himself to us, and teaching us his de- 
sign in any great and long-existing system, or hia^ ^ 
torical fact. 

Until the cause of slavery is found in the entire ' 
natural moral alienation of the race from their 
Creator; and that cause necessitating it as much as , 
the same cause does wars and idolatry ; and hence sla- ' 
vei'jr has existed and will continue to exist — until ' 
Christianity, as the divine antagonist to all sin so 
regenerates and elevates the race, as to throw it off ^ 
by its own luherent force-— and until Redemption, 
by the Gospel, is admitted now to be God's chief 
end in preserving and governing this depraved rgjce, 
every man of which has forfeited, ag to any claim 
on Divine Justice,anoth8r moment's existence in this 
world, many will full into erroneous doctrices and , 
unhallowed tempers respecting slavery,, its necessi- 
ty ^ and God's providentjai and greatly beijeficent 
ultimate design in permitting it. Hence it isj. thfKt 
so many, whose theology denies the great biblical ; 
and historical fact of the universal moral depravity 
of the race, will and do embrace and propagate these 
errors, and will be so passionate and denunciatory in 
treating slav»?ry. 

We believe in no depravity which God causes. He 
originally made man upright and pure. But man, 
universally, and in every age, has alienated his 
own heart from God, by expelling Him. from its 
throne, and enthroning an idol in His place. Not 
only the Bible and history, but universal conscious-' 
Tim prove this. Those who t«r^ away from the 
God-ward side of this great problem of slavery— 
the cause which necessitates His great design in so 
overruling that evil for ultimate good, which the 
wickedness of the race monvlly .compels Him to 
permit, that he can redeem some rather than des- 
troy the entire race, and who look only at the 
mere human and earthly side — will and must, judge 
erroneously of God in permitting it,and of the raah 
who wisely, comprehensively and patiently deals 
with it. llouce, so £oany have so hastily adopted 
the uncharitable and unchristian dogma, as tlie 
essential element of true ChrlstiaDity, viz: that, 
the holding of slaves in a Christian land is so in" 
hercntly and necessarily eicious that it necessarily 
and universally vitiates the character, the Christi- 
anity, the piety, the conscience, the humanity aad : 
manliness of idl who have any connection with th« 
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nfltitiit.iou — that the connoionce and judgomcnt of 
3IiriBtiau ininistorH are bo vUiated by ulavcry, that 
vhllo thoy may preach some truth, they fail to 
jreaoh that e.naeidial truth, which Clod haa ordained 
i.nd pfomisod to bless, to tlio rogotioratioii and aal- 
ration of the soul,and to the edinoatioii of hia church. 

Now, if thin assumption is true, then it logicallj' 
'ollows that tho States in which this institution has 
)Xiated for two hundred years, arc one great putrid 
joninmnity of barbarism, inhumanity, ignorance, 
iviokcdncss and pollution, without God in tho world. 
Vhni two kuiidrcd yearn is sufficient to work out tho 
eg'itimate rosulta of slavery in these reapects nouo 
;&n deny. But do thtiso resulta dcmomtratc tho 
prcmxscs which 7>iuKf, if true, ncccaailutd i\\Qxn.'i 
Will any honest man believe that Bucli arc tho re- 
mits? 

Presumptive Evidence. What arc the facts? 
ffhe presumptive evidence that the theory of the in- 
herent vicioosness of slavery in the South is not 
^.rue. isMst, the fact that those States were settled 
and their institutions organized by people of the 
A.nglo-Saxou raco.and who emigrated from tho then 
moat Christian and civilized nation on earth. 2d. 
'JChey brought with them the same Bible and Pro- 
testant Christianity, with its reformed doctrines, 
which the Now England Pilgrims brought with them , 
and like them incorporated these into their earliest 
organic institutions, civil, social and religions. 8d. 
Their doctrinal formulas, or theological creeds, have 
been uniformly and universally, with quite limited 
exceptions froai the first, those of the reformed 
churches of Evangelical Christendom — Romanism 
has hardly a footing, and where it originally had, 
ifc ia waning. What, a.re considered in New England 
heterodox churches are scarcely known in the South. 
Bat one sxiah. maintains even a feeble existence in 
Virginia. 

Out of a few cities in other States, none are 
found, and but eight in the five Atlantic Slave 
States. Errors in religious doctrine exist, but 
to a mucli more limited extent than in the North. 
Immoral practices also exist, but not more exten- 
sively than in the North. Wrongs, violence, fraud 
and other vices exist, as in every Christian land; is 
the North so pure in this respect that she is justi- 
fied in casting the first stone ? My observation war- 
rants me to say, that what are called the lower class 
are quite as reverent of God's name, day, word, or- 
dinances, ministry, and sacred things generally, as 
the same class North are, and many think more so. 

Positive Evidence. From the presumptive, we 
sbould legitimately infer the following positive evi- 
dence to refute tho dootvine of the inh''rent vicious- 
ness of the system. Having obtained, from a relia- 
ble source here, the following ecclesiastical statis- 
tics, I submit them to candid men. As they are 
obtained in the same way, they are as accurate as 
such statistics of the Northern <!hurches. The reg- 
ular Evangelical Baptist churches number 89,310 
members, one-third of which are colored people. 
The Episcopal Methodist, 88,-350, one-third o,f which 
Bre colored. The Pi'otestant Methodist, 5,182, oac- 
fourth colored. Both br.'vnches of the Presbyterian 
churches 17,489, one in twenty colored. Epi.s- 
oopal churches G500; only three of these 
churches are tainted with Puspyism. Lutheran 
62'iO. The United Brethren are numer- 
ous and Evangelical. The Campbellites are nu- 
merous, and many of them exemplary for piety. 
There are several mkior sects who are Evangelical 
in sentiment; the statistics of these latter churches 
I could not obtain but they are estimated to num- 
ber at least 10,000 members. The aggregate mem- 
bership of these churches in Virginia is 222,000. 
^.,t„ Tiiimhav ia. that One in seven of all the 



population of this State, black ivnd white, are in fel- 
lowship with Evangelical churches, and one in live 
and a hali'uf all tho colored people. This I believe is 
a larger per contsigo of tho population than is found 
of the population of New England in fellowship with 
Evangelical ohurohea. But Northern prejudice pro- 
viounccH tho piety of negroes in Virginia ignorant, 
f(»natical and unstable. Ought we not to expect a 
more charitable judgment from those who claim to 
bo par excellence, tho fi-iends of tlieso people ? Sup- 
pose it ia as ignorant as was that of the penitent 
thief on the cross with his expiring LordK May 
there not bo grace in the heart with much igno- 
rance in tho licad. Is negro piety tho only piety 
whicli is ignorant, fanatical and unstable? Let the 
history of some of our Northern churches, and of tho 
Evangelical churches of Ciiristcndom generally, an- 
swer. Judged by the impartial standard- 
according to wliat each niau hath — of the 
final Judge, which will decide tho character 
and destiny of us all in the final day, may it 
not bo found that the piety of the more simple and 
ignorant black man is as safe for him as that of his 
white brother, to whom more has been given, is for 
him ? It ia easy, and not uncommon, to doubt and 
slander the piety of negro churches. Let the testi- 
mony to their piety of such men as Bishop Mead, Rev, 
Dr. Lcland, Professor of Theology in the Theologi- 
cal Seminary of South Carolina, and hundt.'eds of 
the pastoi's of Baptist and Methodist churches in 
tho South, who for long life have been intimately 
acquainted with these negro churches, rafute such 
ignorance and arrogance. These are men whose 
candor, knowledge and expei'ience render their tes- 
timony worthy of respect, at least. These good men 
testify that, considering the difference in advan- 
tages, privileges and condition, the character of the 
negro church, for piety and morality generally, 
stands quite as fair as does that of the white 
churches. 

Why should not the more favored Christian look 
with the same charitable eye on the good in his 
weaker brother, that he does on his own good quali- 
ties, according to the Divine direction,**Let nothing 
be done through strife or vain glory, but in lowU- 
7iess of mind let each esteem other better than them- 
selves." "Look not evei*y man on his otwn things [i.e. 
goodn jss], but every man also on the things of oth- 
ers*'-- the good qualities of others. This is the 
mind of our common Saviour and Judge. Why 
should not a good roan rejoice that anybody, in this 
depraved world, is good in any degree, however 
impei'fect it may be, whether he be black or 
white, bond or free, " Whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsover things are of good report, if there be 
any virtue, if there be any praise, think on these 
things'^ — not so exclusively on the imperfections of 
any good man, till we can see nothing good in him. 
Is not our Northern charity at fault in its judgment 
of our Southern colored and white brethren ? 

There is in this city, Richmond, a church composed 
exclusively of colored members, which numbers at 
least 2500 oommunicants. The Rev, Dir. Ryiaad, 
President of the Baptist College, has the oversight of 
this church, though not statedly preaching to it. Go 
into their spacious house of worship on the Sabbath, 
£..»d you will find it filled to the utmost with a con- 
gregation as respectably cla.l, as reverent, devout 
and decorous iti their worship, as you will find any 
Northern congregation, save in their singing, and 
in responding to what interests their simple minds 
and warm hearts. As to their ability to read, I 
learned this fact: that. Dr. Ryland found in sing- 
ing from memory, that, not knowing the words of 
their hymns correctly, they did not articulate theia 
right. To correct this, he had an edition of 1-500 



copies ol' thoir most livvovito liywin?j publiwhcd for 
their especial mo, but fowml lio luid not onom^h to 
Biipply fi copy to each ono who could I'oad. 

It ia well known that it ih aorninon for Bovvanta 
in families in tho South, especially long resident in 
cities, to 1)0 readers, and that,on many plantations, 
the wife of tho nniffters and their diMi^^liters dovoto 
ft poj'tion of tho Sabbath to teaching their ^3ervant3 
to read the Scriptures. The law does not allow 
colored children to bo worlted on the farm till 12 
years of age, nor adults on Saturday afternoon, nor 
on tho Sabbath, Some masters employ toacljoro for 
thcHO children in thcso years. No law of any slave 
State forbids masters (o teach thoir slavea, nor to 
have them taught by teachers tho masters approve. 
Tho law gives thojn tho power to decide tvko may 
teach their servants, just as Northern laws give 
power to tho Northern parent to decide who may 
teach his own children. 

In my next I will send you collateral evidence of 
the falsity of tho dogma of tho itdierent vioiousncss 
of slavery .which tho last United States census furn- 
ishea. Yours, o. o. 

Number VIII. 

Massaohtjsetts, Aug. 1857. 

While at tho South, I found that intelligent 
Christian men confidently appealed to the facts dis- 
closed by the U. S. Census of 1850, in refutation of 
the Northern doctrine respecting tho vicious influ- 
ence of slavery on the social, moral, and religious 
welfare of their society. Since my return, I have 
examined the Census, to ascertain the truth on this 
subj''.ct. 

But before I give you tho facts, as found in tho 
Census, I resume the subjeet of my last letter, and 
preacut two more facts, refuting the doctrine of the 
mbercnt viciousness of slavery, as necessarily vitia- 
ting the Christianity, piety,mora'l3 and humanity of 
the community among whom it exists. 

1. The preaching of the Gospel, without the North- 
ern anti-slavery element, by Evangelical ministens 
in the five Atlantic slave States, for two hundred 
years, has been blessed of God to the conversion of 
men to Christ — the edification and enlargement of 
His Church — to the promotion of morality — the ed- 
ucation and elevation of society in general, — as the 
same preaching has been blessed in the Free States, 
considering the disadvantages of the former, in be- 
ing more sparsely settled, and thus unable to unite, 
on the social principle, in supporting educational 
and religious agencies to the same extent as the 
North has been able to do for this purpose. He 
who will consult the religious journals of the last 
twenty years, will And that the churches and minis- 
try of the South have been blessed with as exten- 
sive and as pure revivals of religion as have th'e 
Northern churches and ministry: and they believe 
more so, in proportion to the population who can 
avail themselves of such preaching and means. 
They challenge an appeal to facts ori this subject. 

2. Tho religious, moral and intellectual character 
of the slaves and their social condition, has steadily 
improved in the last forty years. Their humane 
treatment and general well-being has also kept pace 
with this. 

A gentleman who hal, during the last ten years> 
traveled in every county in Virginia,and was ia daily 
intercourse with the people, told the writer that he 
met but with one instance of peraonal violence to a 
slave, and that not excessive, hnd in that case the 
Blave deserved chastisement for his willful neglect of 
a plain duty. This is the testimony of many, 
long resident in the Southi and well acquainted 



W'ih tho past and ju'Cstsnt condition, oharacter mi 
t reAtnusnt of (he ulavos. 

?t. The facts furninhetl by the hint U. S. Censu 
refute thin .N'ortlicrn iloi/ina of the inherent vicioiu 
ncsH of atavrry. 

In a^)ocrtaining tho facts boai'ing on thin question 
I compai'o tlio live oUl Atlaulio slavo States wit 
the hIx Now England States. These five States wer 
eottled at, or ab'uit tho same tune with Now Engliin(i 
and in thoso slavery has had two hundred ycara ti 
workout its rosults on religion ami morals — a «uili 
oient time to determine tho (iucation we are oonsidoi 
ing. 

In ascertaining tho effects of slavery upon roli 
glon and morals, it is just and proper tliat du 
allowance bo nmde for tho moral and religions chat 
actor of tho men •who origint^Uy settled in these tw 
sections and founded their institutions. New En{j 
land was settled by Puritans of decidedly orthodo. 
sentiments in religion — of a high-tono religious cou 
scientiousness and personal piety. Tlieae live slav 
States were either settled, or received chai'actc 
from cavaliers — many of tlioni the offshoots of a: 
effete aristocracy — men of broken fortunes, adven 
turers and gamblers, and strongly tinged with in 
fidelity, and subject in their outset and onward pi'c 
gross, to all tho influence.H of slavery, be they gooi 
or bad. I 

"Tho stream in its onward flow doof* not carry 
with more certainty, the characteristics of the foun 
tain, than does progressive society, ffeve^'afly, th 
moi'al, social and religious characteristics of it 
origin." 

Accommodations for Hearing the Gospel, Th 
preaching of the gospel is the grand means whio! 
Divine wisdom has ordained for the salvation of men 
because faith in the gospel, makes men Christians 
Faith Cometh by hearing. A Christian people wl 
manifest their interest in the gospel, and tho powe 
it has in them, by their zeal to provide for them 
selves, and for their fellow men suitable accomrac 
dation for statedly worshipping God and hearin; 
the gospel preached. 

On this subject the Census of 1850 teaches th 
following facts: The population of New Eftglaui 
then was 2^728,016. The free population of the fiv 
Atlantic slave States, 2,730,214 — an excess ovei 
the fornter of only 2188. This excess I omit, am 
regard them as equal. New England had, in 1850 
4607 church edifices, valued at ^19,362,634. Thes 
five slave States had 8081 church edifices, valued a 
^;11,140, 218. The New England churches will ac 
coramodilte 1,893,450 hearers. The ehivrches of th 
slave States will accommodate 2,89^,472 heavers 
Thus we see that with an expenditure loss by otie 
third, "these slave States, with an equal free popu. 
lation, have ex*ected nearly double the number ot 
churches, and furnishe<l accommodation for upwart 
of a million more persons to hear the Gospel thai 
can be accommodated in New England." ''In Nev 
England^ 984,530 of its population (which is nearb 
one-third) are excluded from a seat in iiouses bull 
expressly to enable people to heir the Gospel, h 
these five Southern States there is room enough fo 
every hearer that ctuld be crowded into the church*? 
of New England, and then room enough left to ao 
commodate a million of slaves." If we»nc}uiles/aafs 
these five Southern states have a population of 724,^ 
4i0 more than New England; yet, while there ar 
724,410 persons less in New England to provide for 
there are 200,000 7nore persons in New Englam 
who cannot find a seat in the house of God to hea 
the Gospel, than there are in these five slave Statei 
True, the New England churches have cost ons 
third more than the Southern churches: but d 
costly churches accommodate the poor? Can th' 
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ssaiford 4o\fOrslitp in them? Do they attraot tbe 
)r to hear the Gospel? Let the thousands f/ho 
5lect the house of God in New England answer, 
r costly churches are neither suitable nor proper 
secure the preaching of the Gospel to those most 
Jding it, and most unable to pay, and yet most 
ble to neglect it. Does this prove slavery to be 
lerently vicious after two hundred jears trial? 
Orthodox Christianity. Another fact shown by 
J Census disproves this dogma. We must remem- 
r that New England vaa settled by Orthodox 
ristians, of more than ordinary zeal for pure re- 
ion, and the five slave States by fot*mal\sts and 
ifferss with slavery imposed on them eight years 
or their origin. Yet at the end of more than 
0 hundred yeai-s, we find that of 4607 churches 
New England in 1850, in 487 of these churches 
other Gospel, as now so regarded by the Orthodox, 
d was so regarded by the Puritans themselves, 
preached; 285 of these are Universalist churches, 
hilct, of the 8,081 churches which exist in the 
6 slave States, only eight have departed ftrom the 
thodbx faith, and seven of these are Universalist. 
5w is this remarkable fact to be accounted for on 
e anti-slavery theory? Has New England Ortho- 
-xy, universal personal freedom and education, 
used this remarkable difference, while slavehold- 
s and slavery have begotten so little heresy in 
e same tii&e? These are the facts given to the 
)rld by men under oath, in the United States Cen- 
s of 1850. I leave your readers to draw their 
m conclusions. One of these conclusions, by all 
ndid men, must be that the facts annihilate the 
orthern dogioQa; and another must be that there is 
rosthing else in this tjountry to corrupt religion 
id morals, according to the New England stand- 
'ds, besides slaveholders and slavtry. 
Isms. There is another consideration hearing on 
lis question, and which thoughtful men will re- 
ird — the isms at the JVoi'th. Is not their name 
gion? "According to the standards of our Ortho- 
■)xyt w^ are compelled to exclude many of these 
7?is from the pale of Christianity." **What are the 
ilative proportions of such of these isms. North and 
jtith, as have been nurtured into organized exis- 
incOj we have no means of knowing." The Census 
DCS not take cognisance of them. Their kind and 
umber is not susceptible of analysis and proof by 
icts and figures. Yet I am told by a gentleman 
ttensively acquainted in the five slave States, that 
ae might devote years to travel m them and not 
ad one with an organized existence. To find a 
hgl& individual, would be .doing what no Southern 
lan.of whom I have ever heardjhas yet done. But 
ow is it in New England? Do they no* spring up 
verywhere, like Jonah's gourd? "Some are far- 
ing with untiring zeal against the social, soma 
gainst the moral, and some against the reli- 
ious institutions of society." Why is this? 
iaverjr has not produced these. Reverence for 
he Bible could not produce them. How is their 
iter absence at the South to be accounted for, 
rhere the institution of slavery is assumed to be so 
ital to morality, religion, and social order? Is not 
his a mysterious fact, according to the logic of an- 
i-slaveryism? 

Do not these facts and the results of the Census 
atly contradict the theory of these men? Must not 
lorthern candor admit that, if no good thing can 
ome out of our Southern Nazareth, there yet exists 
ome good things there, which two hundred years 
f slavery have not destroyed? 

Homes. But there h still anoth^ir class of signi- 
,cant facts disciosed by the Census of 1850. One 
Qiportant clement to the prosperity, morality, and 
■wi'cr.nn of a community is families with homest for 



the virtuous training of the household. "Stales are 
made up of families. Wealth, so distributed as to 
give the greatest number of homes to the families 
which compose a State, is a bl^sssing," and the v&- 
verse of this is a curse to the families and the State. 
*'Homeis the nursery and shield of virtue. No 
right-minded man or woman, who had the means, 
could ever consent to have a family without a 
home." 

New England has 518,532 families and 447,789 
dwellings. The five slave States have 500,968 famil- 
ies and 496 ,369 dwellings. Here we have the remark- 
able fact thatjWith an equal population,New England' 
has 11,564 more families than these five slave 
States, and that these five slave States have 48,684 
more dwellings than New England — so that the lat- 
ter actually has 70,743 witliout a home! In New 
England, one family in every seven is without a 
home; while in these five old slave States, only one 
family in fijty-two is without a home. 

According to the average number of persons (5) 
composing a family, Now England has 353,716 Of 
her people throAvn upon the world without a place 
to call home. Whatever may be the evils slavery 
inflicts upon a community, it has -not, in two hun- 
dred years' experiment, made so many families 
homeless as are found where it does no.t exist, and 
thus deprived parents of this shield of protection to 
their children, and guard against the demoralizing 
tendencies of a homeless Condition. 

Increase of Population, You well know how 
common it has been for m in the North to boast of 
the increase of our population. With such a cli- 
mate as we h ave, it was to be expected that our peo- 
ple would increase faster, and live longer than the 
people in the climate of these old slave States. Ton 
well know that a large part of the population of these 
five Atlantic slave States have an insalubrious climate 
to contend with. Ir. accordance with all experience, 
in similar circumai;ances, the pro rata number of 
births should be less and that of deaths greater. 
But notwithstanding the climate and slavery, the 
Census testifies that there is 27 per cent, more of 
births, and 33 pep cent less of deaths, in the five 
slave States than there is in the six New England 
States. 

With an equal population, and 11,564 more fam- 
ilies, New England has 16,534 less annual births, 
and 10,152 more annual deaths than these five un- 
healthy slave States. The annual births in New 
England are 61,148, and in the five slave States 77,- 
683. In the former the annual deaths are 42,368, 
and in the latter 32,216. In New England the ratio 
of births is one to 44; in the five slave States it is 
one to 35. In New England the ratio of deaths is 
1 to 64; in tfie five slave States it is 1 to 85. The 
slaves are not included in this estimate of births 
and deaths; they are however in the census, and 
that shows that they multiply considerably faster, 
sud are less liable to die than the freemen of New 
England. Slavery then does not increase the mortali- 
ty of the people among whom it has existed over 
200 years. 

The Census contradicts this theory. Will exclud- 
ing slavery from a community cause the people to 
multiply more rapidly and die slower? The Ceasxjs 
says no; for this testifies that the proportion of 
births is 27 per cent, greater, and the proportion of 
deaths 33 per cent, less, slavcsj . not included, and 
even under all the G<skterious influences of a sick- 
ly climate, and where slavery has existed for seven 
generations, than in a more salubrious climate and 
where slavery does not exist. These facts demand 
serious consideration, especially by those who so 
confidently and violently denounee their Christian 
orethren for not believing in the inherent views- 
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ness of slavery, and not freeiiig their slaves at ouce 
flow are these foots explained'/ 

Poi'erty of the two Sections. The Census diS" 
closes a degree of poverty in New England which 
deprives 70,000 fiarailies of a home. This, or sorao 
other equally povcnt cause, drives 135 per cent, 
more of her population to her poor-houses than is 
found in the pooi'-houaes in these five slave States. 
This is no condition of things to increase births or 
diminish deaths. In every country there are those 
who must either bo supported by charity or perish 
of want. Their destitution arises, generally, from 
idleness, oppressive exactions or excessive vice. The 
social institntiona of a State should be such as to 
Becure the greatest amount cf individual prosperi- 
ty and comfort. 

With an equal population, New England has 
33,431 paupers~theso five slave States have 14,221. 
The former has an excess of paupets over the latter 
of 35 i)er cent. If to this estimate we add the 
number (as given in our State rebirns) that are 
partially aided in New England, the per centage 
would be much, larger. Then it is to be considered 
that ^ larger proportion of foreigners are thrown 
upon New England: yet we must remember, in this 
comparison, that these foreigners were not trained 
amid slaver ij, and came not from lands where negro 
slavery exists, but from the lands of the white man, 
and of freedom. 

In the QiQTasxxs, foreign paupers are distinguished 
itonx native-born citizens; I exclude these in both 
Bections, in this comparison. The number of pau- 
pers will then be: for New England, 18,966; for 
the five Slave States, 11,728— leaving to the former 
7238 more of her native sons in the poor-house, or 
nearly 70 per cent., than are found in this condition 
tin the latter, with an equal population. 

The ratio of the entire population of the former 
in the poor-house is 1 to 81 ; the ratio of the entire 
population of the latter is 1 to 171. The ratio of 
the native sons of New El^land in her poor-houses 
is 1 to 143; of these five slave States it is 1 to 171. 

Insanity. By the Census 1 find another remarkable 
development. In New England 3,829 of her white 
children have been ci^ushed by sugering, of some 
sort, to the condition of insanity; while in these 
five old slave States there are only 2326 of her 
white children in this sad condition. Here is a dif- 
ference of more than 60 per cent, is favor of these five 
States! But how is it with the free black children 
of New England — ^many of whom have fled from 
bondage to her freedom, in regard to another im- 
portant item of human well-being ? 

Deaf or Dumb. Among the free negroes of New 
England one is deaf or dumb for every 3005 ; while 
among the slaves of these five States there is only 1 
for every 6562. In the former one free negro is 
blind for every 870; while in the latter there is one 
blind slave for every 2645. In the tbrmer, there 
is one free negro insane, or an idiot, for every 980; 
while in the latter there is but one slave in this con- 
dition for every 8080. 

Can any man believe, with these facts before 
him, that freedom, to the colored race in New Eng- 
land, has proved a blessing to them, or that slavery 
is to them a curse in these Southera States? The 
facts T have now examined, not only annihilate the 
rnti-slavery dogma that slave; j is inherently 
Vicious, but show that religion ha3 prospered, after 
an experiment of 200 years. amo»g sl-rj-veholders at 
the South, more than it hae at the North among 
freemen. They have made more extensive and 
suitable provision, for the people of all classes, to 
hear the Gospel preaclied, than New England has 
'lone. They have more extensively excluded the 
atte\npts to corrupt the Gospel and mislead the 



people; among them organized boJies to ovorthrc 
the moral, social and religious institutions of socio 
are unlcnown. What prospect, nay, what possibi 
ity is there, that our Northern donuncia>,oi7 ai 
vituperative treatment of the South will ever co 
vince them., that slavery is vicious, or a <5urse 
the white or colored race ? 

Crime. A late Southern writer says:, *'Ex-Go 
ernor Smith, in his message to the "Legislature 
Virginia, showed that seven-tenths more of cviui 
was chargeable to free negroes than to the whil 
and slaves. By the census of 1850, the ratio 
whites in the Penitentiary of Virginia, for ten year 
was 1 to 23,003, while the ratio for free negroes w 
1 to 3001. For the same length of time, in theSta 
Prison of Massachusetts, the average of whites w 
1 to 7587, instead of 1 to 23,003, as in Virgini 
arid in Massachusetts the average of free negi'oes 
the State Prison, for the same period, was 1 to 25 
instead of 1 to 3000, as in Virginia».. Here we s 
that, for an average of ten years, 250/rec negroe 
at the North, commit annually as much crime 
23,005 white persons at the South; and that 250 /■/* 
negroes, in a non-slaveholding State, commit anni 
ally as much crime as 3001 Jree negroes in a, Slav 
holding State. We see, also, that 7687 white pe 
sons at the JVbrth , commit annually as much crin 
as 23,003 white persons commit at the South. ] 
the cities of the North, crime and degradation 
from three to five times more with the whites thf 
at tl ; South, and from ten to ninety-three tinn 
greater with the free negroes at the JVorth, thf 
with the whites at the South, and about twelve tim 
greater than with the free negroes at the Sout 
Can we, with these facts before us, tliink that fre 
dom to this race, in our country, is a blessing 
thera?" "In Africa, the condition of the aborigini 
is now, and ever has been, as much below that 
their enslaved sons in these States, as the conditi( 
of a brute is beneath tb,at of a man." Of the 50 
000,000 of the negro race in Africa, 40,000,000 a 
slaves, and their condition, in every respect, infinif 
ly worse than that of their brethren in bondage her 
"Slavery," says this Southern author, "isbecomii 

^1\.*rt 1^ j^/-W^l ^Vk ^1 in 1 ^r-»^4>l mr V>1 m^tt^ rta 
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that fugitives from us are constantly returning 
their masters again, after tasting the blessings, < 
rather, as they find by experience, a curse to then 
of the freedom they sought in the non-slaveholdit 
States. While I write, those who are lawfully fr( 
in this State (Virgir 'a'J are praying our Legislatu; 
for a law that will allow them to become slaves." 

I have given the facts from the Census, as fclu 
find them, and believe them to be facts and on whic 
they base their judgment. They did not make the; 
facts; I do not make them. They are made of th 
materials, collected under oath, and by direction ( 
the United States gG-vernment, and sanctioned an 
published by authority of Congress. They are mac 
by a higher than human power. The record is ope 
to all. If falsified, let this be shown. But until th 
is done, they remain facts; and will be relied on h 
the Soyth, in all their reasoning on the subject, an 
in deciding their judgment and in shaping the: 
policy and their humanity for the slaves. But c 
they not prove too much by proving tiiat slavan 
after 200 years' experiment, has proved a bles^iii 
to both races ? That is yonr inference, but not m 
object in citing these facts. Doubtless they do pro' 
much more than many are willing to believe. Th) 
may be a logical sequence. "If so, they musi, ; 
time revolutionize the prevailin!; Northern sent 
ment," That may be; and if it sho-ald, ^voulJ thf 
be a strange thing in tlie history of human opii 
ions? Did not the facts ascertained by Copeniici 
and Gallileo. .roMpecting the spherical form of ot 



:\iK't, and ilH rotary motion oliniigo the prevailing 
<i\iun- of i\w U'aiiK'fl wovjtl in (liHir day on tho 
l)jii;t of iiHt roiioiny ? Our Suiitliorn liroliiroii li-d 
a( tlu'Hv rt'.Miilt.H ul" till' ('(.MiHU.s pliuH' tliciii in an iui- 
(•[!;nal))(.' position liclbic llic civilized worM, and 
v oaliniy wiiit t(ir llio stoi in of Northern fanatic- 
n to Hpend it,4Hti'eii;:;ili, to hoar the veidict of roa~ 
n, humanity and the world. In view of thewe fact h, 
lat but tl'O veriest insanity, would ever dream 
at this an(i-Hlavery crusade could change 
<,iir opinionn or policy respecting slavery, or 
at it could ever l)eiuMit the l)lack or (he wiiite 
ce; or move slaveholders to do anything but to 
•eiigtlien the institution, and to build hospitals 
• those who are so mad as to war agamst it in tlio 
irit and with the iiifans these men emjiloy. Must 
t these men al length see that there is, /// rpniihj, 
liitjhcr liim conti'olling and shaping this great 
i.iblom — lii(/her than thfiir wisdom has devised, or 
;!ir power can enact or exec\ite — liiijlicr than 
ve statutory" cirictmcnts — a law .s(j sti/ircini'.ly 
/li that it guides tiie ban I of the Sovereign of the 
liversc, so to administer bis providenti.-il goVern- 
•nt over this fallen world as to make all things, 
ly as well as wisdom, the bad as well as the good, 
n verge ultimately and harmoniously to lliin one 
a lilt f/r.si(//(, th.e redemption ami restoration to 
< friendship, of a great multitude of our race, 
lich no nmn can number, out of all nations, kin- 
eds, people and tongues. In doing this lie will 
vance, by the same means, the civilization, vir- 
9 and weF -being of every tribe, nation and race 



of the luuniin family, oh fast and far a«, in iho 
nature of things, this can bo donev by infinite wis- 
dom and goodness. Let our modern jihilanthropiBtfi 
leiirn by tlie teachings of history and I'rovidenoe, to 
be more wise, patient, reasonable a.nd reverent in 
dealing with this subject. .Would it not be wis« for 
our higher-law politicians to look a little higher,an(l 
pay a little more respect and reverence to tiio trno. 
and vv'.tl liii/har laio which controls their folly an(Jl 
the universe, instead of despising it, as one of them 
did when lie publicly and iricverently declared: 
"We want a new anti-slavery constitution, a new 
aiiti-slavery Bible, an<l a new anti-slavery Ood." 
For, who that is familiar with the liistory of thia 
anti-slavery crusade, both in this country and in Kiig- 
limd, for (he last thirty years, does not know that, 
the higher law of Divine Providence lias so con- 
trolled //irir iiiausurcK, as to strengthen and extend 
slavery in this country, instead of lessening it, or 
in mitigating its abuses. In producing the West; 
India Emancipation, have they not increased tho 
slave power in this country and in Brazil, and 
made emancipation a cur.se to the colored race in 
those colonie.'! ? If the facts, stated in this and my 
previous letters, do not annihilate the doctrine 6f Jho 
vioiousness of slavery, I submit to the judgment of 
candid men whether, the long aud well established 
doctrine, that there is a certain and inevitable con- 
nection, between cause and elfect, and that the ef- 
fect partakes of thj nature of the cause producing 
it, is not here a failure, contradicting tho philoso- 
phy and the logic of age^f. 
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